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Preface

The practice of selling brides, in one form or the other, under the guise of
‗marriage‘, has been a norm in the both the settled districts of the NWFP [less in
urban areas, but substantial in the rural areas], and more so, in terms of intensity, in
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas [F.A.T.A.], and represents but one form of
the multifarious ways in which women of this area are exploited. Though internal
trafficking of women has been practiced since long, it was never put under the
spotlight through targeted research analysis or exploratory studies by any civil
institution.
The ‗Noor Education Trust‘, joined hands with ‗The Asia Foundation‘ to spotlight the
issue through the ‗Women Trafficking Pilot Project‘. The project contributed in
raising public awareness about trafficking in most vulnerable areas of the North-West
Frontier Province—the districts of Peshawar, Nowshera, Mardan and Swabi.
A trail blazing initiative in the literal sense of the word in that nominal information
was available from secondary sources; the topic was fraught with dangerous
consequences for both the researchers as well as the informants. But the project team
took it as a challenge by embarking on an in-depth investigation braving the odds, risk
and threats faced during the process. Needles to say, the probe resulted in uncovering
substantial information, particularly in identifying individuals and gang members
involved in the business. The probe highlighted the issues by gauging public
awareness on the problem, going through the case studies, and analyzing data that
revealed factors that were facilitating the business. Indeed, in one district the police
were mobilized through the lodging of a ‘First Information Report‘ against culprits.
Eventually the probe into the procedures adopted by those involved in the trafficking
brought to the surface factors that had remained elusive from the researchers and the
general public. The preliminary findings of the research, it is hoped, should go a long
way towards encouraging and motivating further forays into researching this
potentially dangerous and abhorrent issue. This report is expected to be of
considerable assistance for elected representatives to see the extent of the incidence of
this reprehensible practice, and highlight the need for tougher legal instruments to be
put in to place to eliminate its existence.
I take this opportunity to acknowledge SBRC‘s efforts in carrying out the research,
Mr. Aftab Ahmad‘s contribution in putting long hours to recheck and analyze the data
used in compiling this report, Mr. Amir Durrani for designing the system and
providing assistance, at odd hours, in processing the information for us and, finally,,
Mr. Akbar Ali Shah for implementing the project and in ensuring the field work was
completed in time.
Zubaid Noor
Chairperson,
Noor Education Trust

5

Summary Analysis and Conclusions
1: In the recent past, one would hear of incidents where girls from Swat were bought
by some local influential persons to serve as domestic maids. Soon after, the trend of
marrying young, beautiful girls from Chitral became widely practiced. Several people
from other provinces were lured by the easy availability of young and beautiful girls
from the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan. In the absence of laws prohibiting
such marriages and the intense poverty pressures, native people were compelled to
overcome their ethnic biases and find an acceptable exit for their daughters. This
venue was all the more attractive since buyers access to the girls was facilitated
through the opportunity provided by the practiced custom of ‗Bridal Pricing‘.
The correlation between Trafficking and the customary practice of Bride Price was
clearly established by the research study. The exploitation of girls, by customers from
other provinces, vary between 35% and 70% at various levels of the study,
unequivocally confirms that internal trafficking of Pashtoon girl is a bitter reality and
not just a myth.
The increasing trend of marrying off girls to men from Punjab has been confirmed by
both civil society members and the victims of trafficking. The trafficking to Punjab
and other provinces can be categorized as ―Internal Trafficking‖, while trafficking to
Afghanistan and Kashmir can be categorized as ―External Trafficking‖ and/or
―Human Smuggling‖. There is considerable evidence that women are being smuggled
to the Gulf States for sexual purposes1.
2: A general profile of the client emerges from the study along, with the purpose of
the trade i.e. sex and labour. The predominant clientele for the trade comes from
Punjab. While the demand from Sindh, Afghanistan, Kashmir and Balochistan have
also emerged, although to a relatively lesser degree. There is no specific trend found
in the trade or profession of the clients, except demand from rural Punjab is more
prominent for cheap farm labour. The study found that the client‘s age was not a
significant causal factor, ranging from between the ages of twenty to sixty years, and
marital status is not a consideration. Indeed, a mere five percent of the clients were
found to be below twenty, or above sixty years of age.
3: The significant characteristics of the victims are, however, more targeted,
particularly in relation to her age group, education and socio-economic status, and can
be perceived as causal factors in her vulnerability status. These are numbered as
follows:
1) Age Variable:


1

Up to 51% of girls, married during their puberty, fall in the age range of
fifteen years or below [some as small as seven years].
Around 35 % of the girls fall in the age range from 15 to 20 years.

Known as the ‗Flesh Trade‘, the reader is referred to ILO Publications on the Internet.
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Thus, the study brings to light the fact that up to 86% of the victims were
twenty years or less in age.
The age of 75% of the victims at the time of the interview was still less than
twenty years, validating the fact that that young girls in their puberty seem to
be the first and foremost choice of the traffickers.
The Average age, derived from the study, at 16-to-17 years, confirmed the
most vulnerable age group.

2) Ethnic Variables:


Ethnic identity-wise, the most prone to the traffickers were the Pashtoon girls
(83%) mainly due to the customary practice of bride price. Although
deviations from the standard practice were also found i.e. girls from Hindko,
Urdu and Punjabi speaking communities were also discovered to be the
victims of the trafficking business.

3) Socio-economic Variables:


All victims were from the poor households, mostly labourers, tenant farmers,
small vendors, etc. Included among them were five girls from Christian
sanitary workers community.

4:
Money transaction involved in the unsuspecting cases ranged from a few
hundred to a few thousands for the family of the girls. In sharp contrast, these
catapulted to around Rs 100,000 and above for the middlemen [in one odd case, Rs
2,500,000 were paid for a girl]. Overall, the average payment paid to the family, as
emerging from respondents‘ feedback, was Rs.41,379. On an average, the brokers
emerged to be netting 60% of the value off entire deal. The actual amount received
from the clients is disclosed to the victims by the clients themselves or from their
families during disputes or conflict. In two instances, the girls‘ fathers received token
money of Rs.4,000 and Rs.20,000 respectively, while the broker or the gang members
received 150,000 and 200,000 in this context.
5:
People involved in arranging such marriages are relatives, acquaintances, or
local marriage brokers hired by traffickers. Often, there is more than one party
involved. Survivors who have escaped the ordeals have given names of the people
involved, often identified as members of the gangs or local brokers associated with
the business. In a number of case, the histories of the gangs were mentioned
explicitly, including close relatives i.e. fathers, brothers, uncles etc, who sold or resold
their wards. Individual cases were pointed out where the guardians generated capital
for investment in their own business through the sale of their wards or adopted the
trade of selling girls on a regular basis. The purpose of the trade identified is sex and
labour People from rural Punjab use the girls as farm labour and also exploit them for
their sexual pleasures.
6:
Fake nikkahs, mostly verbal, were performed to avoid documentary
proof. In 124 cases, there was no evidence of any nikkahs. Most of the time it was
assumed that nikkah was performed as no consent was sought from the girls at the
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time of the nikkah. A total of 116 respondents explicitly stated they were not asked for
any sort of consent.
To determine the authenticity of the nikkah, questions were asked about the presence
of relatives on the occasion and the venue of the nikkah. Although relatives were
quoted to be present but only in 60 cases one or two parents were found to have been
present. While determining the venue for the nikkah in 79 cases, the nikkah
supposedly happened in cities or places other than the home of the girls. Only in 53
cases, the girl‘s home or village was identified as the venue.
7: The victims/survivors are seldom involved in the process of the marriage deals. The
immature age of the girl is seen as an ideal opportunity to mould and shape the
behaviour of the girls to suit the demands of the clients. The girls are made to believe
that they are bound by the matrimonial duties to do as they are told. Initially girls fall
in the trap and try to adapt to the situation despite conflict and confusion in their
mind. Gradually, they realize that their marriage is a fake and that they have been
bought under the guise of the bride price as maids or sex workers. The majority did
not know that they were being sold. Only 33 girls had some inkling from the
environment they lived in had alerted them, but most felt trapped and helpless. A
smaller number were even resold by the family or the husband twice or thrice. The
hostile and abusive environments they lived in after the so-called marriage eventually
compelled these girls to escape.
8: Horrible details of exploitation, brutal treatment meted out to them, along with the
psychological and emotional trauma faced by the victims left deep scars on the mental
and emotional health of the individuals2. Most often, the girls/women who manage to
escape from the ordeal find relief for a short span of time. But sooner or later, they
end up struggling with the after-effects of their changed status, braving the attached
social stigma, grieving the separation from their children and struggling for economic
survival. Some manage to compromise with the situation, others desperately need
help and support. A lot of them become psychologically stressed and become prone
to suicidal tendencies. In general, women returning from the traffickers find it very
difficult to adjust back into their communities.
9. Those who needed support at a varying degree included general economic support,
legal aid [17 explicitly requested help in dissolving the marriage through court or outof-court settlements], re-union with their children, moral and psychological support,
and, finally, mainstreaming through remarriage or job placements.

Background
Trafficking is the recruitment, transfer, transport, harboring or receipt, with or
without, consent, fake marriages, false adoptions and kidnappings with a view to
exploit women and children in bonded and illegal labour, domestic work, begging,
sex-tourism, entertainment and prostitution for the benefit of traffickers and crimesyndicates. There are no accurate statistics available, but it is estimated that in the last
2

Therapeutically, the term: P.T.S.D: ―Post Traumatic Stress Disorder‖ would be apt to use in this
context.
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30 years, trafficking in women and children in Asia for sexual exploitation alone has
touched the 30 million mark.
More than a million women and children are trafficked each year and forced into
prostitution, bonded labor, forced marriages, sold to become camel jockeys and
generally lured with false promises of a better future.
According to the estimates of International Organization for Migration (IOM), the
global trafficking industry generates up to 8 billion US $ each year from this trade in
human misery.
There is a global concern that human trafficking, with annual turn-over of US $ 7-13
billion, is fast emerging as the third largest trade around the world after drugs and
weapons. While there is no consensus on the definition of human trafficking,
deception and coercion were found to be key factors behind almost all cases3
One of the main concerns in understanding trafficking is related to violence against
women on the one hand, and abuse of labour laws and policies on the other. On the
one hand, we have an emphasis on women‘s right to work in proper conditions, free
from all forms of violence. On the other, we have concerns relating to the mechanisms
and restrictions through which the states (of origin or destination) can control as well
as protect women‘s labor.
Trafficking can be termed as a curse on ‗humanity‘. In Pakistan, trafficking has been
found to be involved in complex issues like child marriage, forced beggary,
prostitution, Karo Kari, and adoption as well as human organ trade and camel kids.4
Women trafficking have been going on for quite some time, but few initiatives were
undertaken to highlight and mitigate the issue. The US States Department, in a report
acknowledged that trafficking was rampant in Pakistan, but it did not specify the
source.

Women Trafficking in NWFP
The custom of bride-price has become a great source of exploitation by the traffickers
in NWFP. Woman‘s sale in the name of marriage is a norm in the rural and urban
areas, particularly in the tribal belt bordering NWFP.
The custom is prevalent in NWFP, FATA, and parts of Balochistan. In NWFP, the
practice is more pronounced in the northern and southern regions of the province. But
the involvement of the gangs in the form of the intermediaries (marriage-brokers) has
led the practice to spread to the central districts of the province as well.

3
4

US State Department Report
Reference required for Camel Kids
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The ordeal of 15-year-old Sheema
Sheema is a 15-year-old daughter of a poor labourer, Abdul Sher, a resident of village
Purmuli district Swabi. Her father is a brick kiln worker. Recalling her tragic story,
Sheema narrated that one day her father was busy making earthen blocks, when a Tonga
rider, Iftikhar befriended him. Iftikhar told Abdul Sher one day that he knew of a very
noble family in Punjab that wanted to get their son married and was on a look out for a
decent pathan girl. Iftikhar persuaded Abdul Sher to consider the proposal seriously in
view of his daughter‘s future well-being. The family came along with the boy to meet
Abdul Sher. He liked the family and got his daughter engaged to the boy. After some
time the date for the marriage was fixed, Iftikhar paid the poor labourer Rs 4000 as a
good will gesture to facilitate the marriage. A village cleric (Moulvi) performed the
nikkah ceremony and the girl was taken to district Chakwal in Punjab. Everything
seemed all right in the beginning. But with the lapse of time, the behaviour and the
attitude of Sheema‘s mother–in-law became abusive often taunting Sheema about the
bride price of Rs 100,000 they had to pay. Poor Sheema seemed to have no option but to
accept the insulting and degrading treatment without any protest. One day when she was
alone in the house her father-in-law made an attempt to rape her. She threatened to
expose him to her husband instead he retorted back saying that she was purchased for the
purpose. Sheema reported the whole story to her husband, to her surprise he dismissed
the whole issue without confronting the father. There seemed to be no end to her
sufferings after the incident, life became worse day after day. The in-laws continued to
batter her on daily basis, on one occasion her father-in-law put a burning wood to her
hand consequently causing her severe burn injuries.
As it happened, the Eid was drawing near, so Sheema‘s parents thought of fetching their
daughter to celebrate Eid together. Her uncle, who is in service with the Pak Army was
asked to bring her along. The in-laws were not willing to let her go, but granted
permission, after a long discussion, for a week only. Once back with her parents, Sheema
narrated her entire ordeal to her family. She refused to go back to her in-laws and also
protested strongly to her father for taking Rs 100,000 from her in-laws in exchange for
her marriage. He denied receiving that much amount apart from the token money of Rs
4000 . Sheema came to know that the rest of the money was grabbed by Iftikhar who was
in fact the middleman. Sheema and her family moved the court for dissolution of the
marriage. Her in-laws have not appeared in the court since then. She is determined to get
a divorce as she is not ready to be abused any more. Sheema is awaiting help from the
civil society organizations to help her win a divorce decree from the court as she wants to
end the pseudo marriage.

Previously, it used to be the northern district of Chitral that would figure prominently
in the trafficking business, but, of late, cases from other areas of the province proved
that the outreach of the gangs involved in the business continues to expand to more
areas.
In the Northern belt of the NWFP, gangs exploit the practice in Chitral, Swat,
Malakand and Dir. The affected central districts are Mardan, Swabi, Nowshera,
Charsadda and Peshawar. Another area fertile for the business is the southern belt of
NWFP – Bannu, Karak and the tribal area of North and South Waziristan. Girls are
even being trafficked from NWFP to Afghanistan.
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Though trafficking practice is going on in all parts of the province, yet four districts -Peshawar, Nowshera, Mardan and Swabi are serving as the main market and hub for
the traffickers. The supply is made from these trading centers as hubs are established
here. All aspiring clients come to these districts to explore agents who can help them
in the trade by supplying the merchandize—girls. The local brokers receive demands
The saga of 12-year-old Bushra
Twelve year-old Bushra is the daughter of a poor farmer, Sher Aman, a resident of Mohallah
Shah Dher of Purmuli village, central district of Swabi. Narrating her ordeal, the adolescent girl
recounted that a year back two visibly respectable persons of her village- Tajoon, son of Sarfaraz,
and Kapoor, son of Menjawer came to her father. They told her father that they had brought a
proposal from a Peshawar-based widower, Khani Zaman. Both assured the father that his daughter
would live a better life, out of the poverty, with Khani Zaman. The two convinced the father to
give his daughter‘s hand in marriage to Khani Zaman, whom they presented as a well-off man.
Considering his poverty whereby he could not even ensure the next meal for the family, Sher
Aman was lured to think about his daughter‗s comfort, so he agreed to the proposal, albeit, half
heartedly. When the two men came again to the farmer, he began to express doubts about
marrying his daughter off to an aged man. He told them that his daughter was too young to be
wedded. But the two cunning men tried to manipulate her simple minded father and reminded him
of his verbal commitment/ pledge and forced him to honour his words at the same time giving him
reassurance again and again. The poor man succumbed to the pressure and finally agreed to
solemnize the marriage. On the succeeding Sunday, 70-year-old Khani Zaman came to the girl‘s
house in a marriage procession. The elderly groom wanted to pay the father of the girl Rs 20,000.
On his refusal, the elderly groom told his would-be father-in-law that it was just a token charity (
Zakat) aimed at helping him pay the marriage expenses. The father of the girl who was man of
meager resources accepted the money and let his daughter go with the baraat.
On reaching her destination the little girl was astonished and shocked to know that she had been
taken to Islamabad instead of Peshawar. In her new home situated at G-10, she was considerably
surprised that her elderly husband already had three wives; one of them belonged to the Sheikh
Jana village in district Swabi. She noticed that all the three were living in the same house but in
different rooms. The girl faced cruel treatment by her husband; she was treated like a servant.
Khani Zaman was always very conscious about the difference in their age and was very suspicious
of Bushra. He kept her under strict vigilance and would beat her on the slightest provocation. He
tied her with a rope whenever he went outside the house. During his manic outbursts, he would
express hatred towards Bushra and taunt her that she cost him Rs 200,000 in return for a worthless
person like her. She went through such inhuman condition for two months. Once when she had the
chance, she called one of her relatives, telling him to inform her father about the condition she
was living in and gave him her husband‘s address. Deeply distressed by the situation, the poor
father reached the given address in Islamabad. When he entered the house, he was stunned and
traumatized when he saw his daughter tied with a rope. His eyes welled up with tears when he saw
bruises on the body of his newly wedded daughter. On enquiry about the whole situation, Khani
Zaman told his father-in-law that he had paid Rs 200,000 to Kapoor Bacha for the girl. Sher Aman
begged pardon from his old son-in-law and implored him to let the girl go with him to their village
for some days, promising to bring her back soon. The husband took pity on the father and allowed
Bushra to go with her father.
This is how Bushra came to live with her parents again. Khani Zaman tried to fetch the girl back
through the middleman, Kapoor Bacha, a number of times. But each time he came, the girl simply
refused to go back and threatened to commit suicide if she was forced by her father. She now lives
in terror of Khani Zaman, who she knows will keep coming after her. She is desperate in seeking
help against the old man and wants to be free of him forever.

in these districts. Peshawar serves as the central trading market and transit route.
Women, girls and children trafficked to external markets such as the Middle Eastern
countries; brokers also exploit these local markets for the trade.

11
There are various reasons for the practice, but poverty is the underlying factor. Apart
from the poor condition of the people, a greater number of girl child communities
facilitate the gangs to resort to women trafficking under the guise of marriages. This
poverty, combined with the practice of the bride price, unwittingly makes the
community vulnerable to this violation. The families think they are giving away their
daughters and sisters in marriage, while, on the contrary, the people involved in the
business, mostly from Punjab, exploit the tradition of bride price to gain undue
benefits. They are ready to pay a higher bride price than the local people. Therefore,
the poor fall an easy prey to the practice.
Based on the findings of this study, most women, for whom the bride price is paid, are
in fact unduly exploited in many ways. This involves sexual abuse, prostitution or
usage as agricultural labor. Girls who survive this ordeal are not even sure whether
their families would accept them back or not. Those who are not accepted, end up in
shelter homes. Interaction with several of these victims shows the involvement of
gangs in these kinds of practices.
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Chapter 1
1. Introduction to the Women Trafficking Study

The Women Trafficking Project was initiated as a pilot phase in the backdrop of the
information presented above. The project initially focused on the aforementioned
districts only. The Asia Foundation and two project partners - the Noor Education
Trust (NET), Peshawar and the Samaji Behbood Rabita Council (SBRC) – Swabi
worked together to implement the project.
The project was implemented with the following objectives:
1. To raise public awareness about trafficking in vulnerable areas of Pakistan: the
districts of Swabi, Nowshera, Mardan and Peshawar.
2. To mobilize community action through public awareness campaigns that
motivates civil society, Local Government, religious leaders and law-enforcement
agencies to move against this reprehensible practise.
The four project outputs- key areas were designed as follows: 




An in-depth probe conducted to determine the extent of women trafficking in
NWFP through an Action Research Program.
Pro-active alliances with governmental, non-governmental agencies, and civil
society members built to block and discourage women and children trafficking
within and outside the country.
An enabling environment developed to combat women trafficking through a
policy dialogue and legislative measures.
Interim relief or support to the trafficked women and children to be provided by
means of legal aid and temporary shelter.

1.1 Action Research
The Action Research Study was planned as an activity in the project due to dearth of
data on the issue. Information is available about trafficked women from Bangladesh,
Nepal, Burma5, but no in-depth research has been undertaken in Pakistan. Thus no
specific data is available on internal channels of trafficking. A research was
conducted in the year 2000 with the support of CIDA, but it was limited to a specific
area. The action research/study was planned for the following specific purposes:

5

Gauge public awareness on the women trafficking issue in general.
Myanmar.
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Study cases of trafficked women to determine crucial demand and supply factors,
as well as areas contributing to the business.
Probe the mechanics put in place by those involved in the practice
Put forward recommendations for the formulation of policies and implementation
of laws.

The preliminary findings of the research will help and support in extending the
research to other areas. The findings were intended to support the provincial
committee constituted under the project, and public legislators to lobby and advocate
for additional measures against internal trafficking and improve the existing laws to
build safe guards against the groups involved in internal trafficking.
1.2 Design Parameters
The team did not design the survey as a specific activity. It was given the name of the
action research because it was conducted during the course of project implementation
and awareness-raising. The prime objectives of the research were to:



Bring into limelight the issue of women trafficking being carried out under the
garb of customary practices in the NWFP.
Use the findings as a tool for advocacy and lobbying for improved legislative
framework.

The research, although limited in scope, was primarily designed in a way that it could
supplement and complement the prime objectives of the project i.e. awareness-raising
and mobilizing community action against the traffickers.
The planned intervention was to identify cases of trafficking through two sources.
Using the secondary sources initially, that included information, for example, from
the media, courts cases filed through the lawyers, Local Government representatives,
community groups or civil society organizations. The primary source of the
information came from the victims or survivors themselves. These were identified
during interaction with the community, District Advocacy Groups (DAGs) formed by
the project and others. The research was limited to the project area only i.e. four
districts of the NWFP. The data and case profiles were recorded in software
developed and designed in FoxPro by an MIS consultant.
The research is expected to give us a profile of the victims, identify the trends and
market forces. The findings will contribute towards further extension and expansion
of the research.
No specific sampling method was selected for the research as it was exploratory in
nature, carried out during the course of project activities. The planned mode of
drawing information on the subject consisted of a strategy to probe information about
incidents of marriages under bride price during advocacy and awareness-raising
sessions. If concrete information emerged, that was taken as a lead for further
investigation as a case study.
Primary and secondary sources of information were first identified through the project
planning process with the district partners. Later the project forums named District
Advocacy Groups (DAGs) supported the process during awareness-raising sessions.
The awareness raising and advocacy sessions led to the identification of cases from
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the districts. The primary targets set for intervention were poorer pockets of the
communities in each district, whereas the secondary sources used were the Local
Government representatives, NGOs and the lawyer community which dealt with such
cases. Two different questionnaires were used for the purpose of eliciting information
on the subject.
The contents of the research were based on the lone premise that internal trafficking is
done under the garb of customary practices, with the Bride Price as the fundamental
foundation. Two open-ended questionnaires were designed to collect information
from the two groups of respondents (primary and secondary). Using an exploratory
process, one questionnaire6 was designed to get information from the secondary
sources about public awareness and knowledge of the issue. The case study
questionnaire7 was aimed at exploring the information such as economic background
of the victims, the mode of the marriage contracted, and their status after the
marriage, exploitation.
1.3 Implementation
The tools developed for the research were pilot-tested amongst the community, and
required modifications were made accordingly. The links of trafficking, found during
the activities, were utilized by meeting the people in the four project districts. The
information received from the secondary sources was pursued. The cases from within
the project areas reach were taken up, while those outside the project jurisdiction were
not touched. The case studies were also collected from different sources such as Aurat
Foundation, lawyers, media, and DAG members, etc.
A short-term consultant was hired for developing and designing the software so that
the data on women trafficking collected through questionnaires was entered for proper
analysis and report. The software was developed and installed in NET and SBRC
offices. The team members were provided basic training in feeding the information in
to the software at the NET. The same was done for the SBRC office. According to the
system, the data so collected was entered in Peshawar at NET office and Swabi at
SBRC office. The data fed in Peshawar was collected from villages in Peshawar and
Nowshera, while the SBRC was responsible to feed the data collected from Swabi and
Mardan. Data entered into the software by Swabi and Mardan automatically entered
the main software in Peshawar, which was used thereby for compiling a final report
on women trafficking case studies in NWFP. Two stations selected for data entry
facilitated the project in overcoming the logistical problems.
The information collected from the two sources added to 175 respondents from the
civil society members and 195 case studies recorded from the survivors. In total, 370
people contributed to provide information for this report.

6
7

Attached as Annexure
Attached as Annexure
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Chapter 2
2. Bride price and internal trafficking nexus

This chapter tries to explore public knowledge and awareness on women and
children trafficking in light of the responses elicited from the civil society members. It
attempts to find out the exact nature and extent of trafficking taking place, identify
types of people or groups involved in the business and factors directly or indirectly
operant in the supply and demand mechanisms. The questionnaire designed for the
civil society strives to extract information to find answers to basic questions such as
the reasons for sale, trafficking of women, causes behind the practice, the age group
hit mostly by it, areas where the bride price is prevalent, types of people involved in
the business, identification of trafficked victims and getting suggestions for putting an
end to the practice.
Figure 1:
District Based responses of
Civil Society Members
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The data was collected from various sources. Among those surveyed were
individuals, students, teachers, government servants, journalists and skilled people.
Among the respondents, the maximum number came from the members of the Civil
Society Organizations (80), followed by people from the general category (51) and,
finally, lawyers (22). The details are given in the following table:
Table 1: Data Collection Resources

S#
1
2
3
4
5
6
Total

Group
NGOs
General
Lawyers
Political leaders
Journalists
Govt employees

Data
80
51
22
11
6
5
175
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Of the 175 responses received, 162 said they were aware of women
trafficking,
10 responded in the negative,
There was no reply from 3.

The figure of 162 clearly shows that the majority acknowledges the existence of
the practice, but when asked to give details, most of them could not. The
responses given were sketchy and superfluous, typically attributing it to customs
and traditions, poverty etc. , with a few saying that they had come to know about
it through other people, media, etc.
Figure 2: Awareness about Bride Price
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2.1 Area and communities identified where the trend exists
The area and communities where the trafficking trend exists, according to the civil
society responses, were found to be concentrated in the northern regions such as the
Swat, Malakand, Chitral and Dir districts, trickling down to the central regions of the
NWFP, principally the districts of Mardan, Swabi, Nowshera and Charsadda, and its
hub in the Peshawar District. The practice is also common in the tribal belt bordering
Afghanistan and other settled districts of the NWFP. Another area fertile for the
business is the southern belt of the NWFP bordering tribal areas of North and South
Waziristan, such as Bannu and Karak, etc. The communities in above areas are
tradition-bound societies that strictly follow the customary practices, including the
bride price. The trends emerging in these areas correlate with the custom of bride
price and can be seen as an important indicator that reinforces the correlation between
the two. This information is drawn from various cases of trafficked women from these
areas quoted by the respondents.
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Taking money from the groom‘s family has been an ancient custom in eastern
societies. This concept was also present in the Arab societies even before the advent
of Islam. It is pertinent to mention that Islam introduced the concept of dower that
was basically to ensure the security and safety of the girl to be married. ―As far as the
Pashtoon marital customs are concerned, these are not in clash with Islam as long as
followed in true spirit‖, according to a Pashtoon political leader. Discussions with the
senior Pashtoon intellectuals during the project period showed that these practices
were promoted primarily to facilitate the girls‘ (brides) families. According to
different sources, the custom of taking Sar Paisa (bride price) translated over the
years into three modes of transaction. These are as follows:
1. The first manifestation is where the girl‘s family sets some price for the bride and
takes it from the bridegroom family to pay for the expenses incurred on the
marriage. It is practiced by the tribal community and in the areas that are
contiguous to the tribal regions such as Swat, Malakand, etc.
2. Under the second element of the custom, the girl‘s family negotiates a minimum
amount of jewelry which is considered a woman‘s asset viewed as social security
and a safety net in the post-marriage time. It is followed in the settled districts,
areas.
3. The third manifestation of the custom is in fact a form of paid dower. Under this,
money is demanded from the groom for dowry (jahez).
This is very rare in the NWFP.
From an overall perspective, the purpose of the marriage customs based on
transaction in cash or in kind is to share the financial burden of the girl‘s families. It
worked towards that end as long as these were followed in good faith and spirit. But
with the passage of time it has lost its original spirit and has become a liability for the
groom. It is, at times, also misused by the girl‘s family.
The overall information from the probing civil society members does not provide such
specific details as seen below:


Only 69 % acknowledge the fact that bride price prevails in these areas and is
used as a source of trafficking.



A total of 175 people were asked if Sar Paisa (bride price) was received in
their area. Of these 120 (69%) said yes; 39(22 %) denied it while there was no
reply from 16(9%).



The 69 % percentage identified the trend as a dominant feature in local
marriage in the northern and southern belts of the NWFP.

This is succinctly illustrated by the Figure 3 below:
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Figure 3:
Bride-Price
20
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Did not receive sar paisa

No Reply

2.2 Kind of people involved in the crime
The people who resort to Sar Paisa do not consider it a crime or a despicable act as it
is deeply rooted in customs, and justified on generally irrational arguments. In fact,
this custom has been embedded in the cultural ambience and practice vested interests
to extract benefits. Most of the people believe that the bridegroom has the
responsibility to pay for the expenses incurred on the marriage to the family of the
bride. These include the money spent on purchasing small jewelry, furniture and the
amount spent on feting the guests invited to the marriage. It is in this context that the
bride price is justified and not looked down upon by the locals.
As mentioned earlier, trafficking has been going on in areas where bride price is a
custom. The bride price custom actually provides an entry point and opportunity to
the criminals involved in the heinous practices to exploit the custom to their own
advantage. The traffickers‘ reach to these remote and far-flung areas is only possible
through investment in local brokers and by payment of a higher bride price to the
girls‘ families as opposed to the local suitors. Only people with resources can afford
to invest such amounts, which itself is an indicator of the involvement of resourceful
people in the entire business. The people from other provinces have vitiated the
custom by marrying the young girls from NWFP for purposes other than marriage.
The opinions from civil society members confirmed the above observation by
identifying people from other provinces that arranged inter-provincial marriages,
using local accomplices. They also talked about inter-provincial marriage brokers that
use local professional matchmakers to do the job for them and also named the gangs
involved in the dealings.
So far, from the information the research has gathered, local people from NWFP and
people from the Punjab are involved in the business as intermediaries. But the limited
scope of this research has not given us significant clues about the real investors in the
business. In all probability, there are resourceful parties at the national level who have
the political and social leverage to create these layers of intermediaries to camouflage
their identities. The dynamics flowing out of the larger business of human trade and
trafficking have also generated local needs and local markets. This is the reason that
the research has so far dilated on the local market forces only.
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The data collected confirms our proposition that people involved in inter -provincial
marriages of local girls are local people (57; 34%), out of which 25 are identified as
relatives. The rest of the groups are outsiders (45; 26%), matchmakers (38; 22%) and
gangs (35; 18%).
Figure 4:
Marriage Facilitators

Local People
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32%
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22%

Matchmakers

26%
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When asked whether they could identify the people who were involved in the women
trade/trafficking, out of 175 respondents, 80 (46%) respondents refused to identify the
people/gangs involved in the business; 18 (10%) gave no reply, while 77 (44%)
responded in the affirmative.
Figure 5:
Identification of Traffickers
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2.3 Age groups of Women Trafficked
The average age identified by the general opinion is 20 and under. Further breakdown
revealed the following:

Table 2: Age Groups of Victims

Group
Less than 11 Years
11 to 15 Years
16 to 20 Years
21 to 30 Years
31 to 40 Years

Data
4
19
112
19
2

20
41 to 50
Above 51 Years
No Reply
Total

1
18
175

As many as 77 % (135) respondents identified the age groups of the trafficked girls
below 20. The accumulated average age calculated based on civil society opinion is
18. Of the trafficked women, at least four belonged to as low as less than 10 years of
age, while there was a case of above 51 years as well. Young girls are in greater
demand. One reason for this high demand is that they are easily manageable and can
be productive for a longer period.
Table 3: Marriage Purpose

Group

Data

Sex
Labor
Both
Others

23
26
117
7

No Reply

2

Total

175

Once trafficked in the garb of marriage, there are endless sufferings for women
ranging from sexual exploitation to eternal labor. They are maltreated by the in-laws,
who treat them as commodities they have purchased to render various services. The
ill-treatment at the hands of the in-laws is a routine. Some of the woes of the
trafficked women pointed out by the civil society respondents are as under:







A majority of the girls sold into marriage or returning back are either re-sold or
live under pathetic conditions at the parents‘ house or are booked under the false
cases of the Zina Ordinance.
The husband family first tries to pressurize the parents of the girls into returning
the girls and most often the girls are returned as the parents do not have the
resources to give back the money taken from the groom‘s family.
The status of the girls bought under marriage is that of a paid commodity or
service provider rather than a legitimate marriage partner. They usually serve as
farm laborers and a free sex partner.
There is no respect for the trafficked women and the in-laws behaviour with such
girls is insulting, leading, invariably to the girls being mentally disturbed facing
acute psychological problems.
The majority of the people are of the opinion that marriages arranged with people
from Punjab are not successful. From 70 to 80 per cent of the known cases of
those who have returned home end up with a divorce.
Another opinion was that such marriages are not real marriages in the normal
sense but a way to procure cheap labor. Girls return and cases are lodged at the
police stations by the purchasers.
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The reasons why girls from NWFP become victims of trafficking business are several.
The primary causes that lure them into the trap are poverty of the girls‘ family,
ignorance of the parents and their exploitation by those engaged in the business, lack
of awareness and education of the people, absence of proper laws to contain the
practice and non-implementation of existing laws and statutes (including international
covenants) that can help put an end to the practice.
In the light of the responses received during the survey, the top reason cited for the
practice was poverty (96), followed by lack of education/awareness (39), traditional
practice (16) and others such as lust for money, price-hike, lack of legal framework,
etc., as seen in the following table:
Table 4: Reasons for Women Trafficking

S No
1

Reasons
Poverty

Data
96

2

Lack of education/awareness

39

3

Tradition

16

4

Lust for money

13

5

Price-hike

9

6

Lack of laws

8

7

Don‘t know

1

182
Total
*The total figure is high because of multiple responses
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Chapter 3
3. Profile of a Trafficked Woman

While coming into interaction with the members of the civil society it became
crystal clear that trafficking is a lucrative business in the NWFP, and more so in the
project area. This realization led to the need to develop a profile of an average girl
vulnerable to trafficking. The details about the age group of the girls who were
trafficked, their economic background, level of education, ethnicity, families where
the girls were supposedly married, and the communities where the practice was in
vogue etc were explored. The probe carried out with victims or survivors led to a
general picture of the girls who are vulnerable to trafficking. This profile is developed
based on interviews with 195 cases identified through the project. The case data
collected from the project area is given in the table below:
Figure 6: Victim Responses District wise

The maximum case studies were identified from Peshawar and Swabi districts,
respectively. Significant findings in the context of profiling are given below:



The collected data show that young girls are more prone to be trafficked to
other provinces.
The preference is given to minor girls as they pose less problems and can be
controlled and manipulated easily. The variations show that girls of age group
as low as 7 years are also given away



The average age of the victim came out to be to 16.88 years.
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The data from 186 responses showed that girls from 10-15 and 16-20 are more
vulnerable to trafficking compared to those 30 or above, the reason being the
same – productivity and ability to carry out labor.



Of the total no of responses, 100 (51.29%) victims were as young as 15 and
below; followed by age group 16-20 i.e. 68 in number (34.87%). Fifteen
victims (7.69) came in the age bracket of 21 to 25,while 9 (4.62%) fall
between 26 to 30, as many as 2 (1.03%) were in the age bracket of 31 to 35,
and only 1 (0.51%) fall in the age bracket of 36 to 40 .
Figure 7: Victims age at the time of Marriage

100
87

68

15

13

9
2

0
Upto 10
Years

11-15
Years

16-20
Years

21-25
Years

26-30
Years

31-35
Years

1

36-40
Years

A glance at the age of the victims clearly shows that there is a great demand for young
girls because of their productivity both in terms of ability to produce and carry out
labour. Out of total responses, 86 % of the victims were of the age group of 20 and
under, with the balance over 20. The same trend is reflected in the data elicited with
the help of the questionnaire filled out by the civil society activists.



The average age group calculated from the victims‘ responses does not show
too wide a difference between the average age arrived at from the case studies
and civil society opinions i.e. 16.88/18.53.
Both indicate that women in their prime age are selected to yield maximum
benefits to the purchaser.

The age of the victims at the time of the interview by the project staff also physically
verifies the fact that they were trafficked during their puberty or early teenage. The
questionnaire divided the victim‘s age at time of interview into 11 various categories.
The age group of victims interviewed fall into the following categories.
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Table 5: Age at Interview

Age group
Up to 10
11 to 15
16 to 20
21 to 25
26 to 30
31 to 35
36 to 40
41 to 45
46 to 50
51 to 55
56 & above
Total

Data
6
24
64
32
39
16
8
2
2
2
195

%Age
3.08
12.31
32.82
16.41
20.00
8.21
4.10
1.03
1.03
1.03
100.00

As is evident from the table that the largest combined category is from 11 to 20 which
totals 88(45%) as it successively goes down, the age group 21 to 30 totals to 71 (36%)
and so on and so forth. It shows that the highest category falls between 11 to 30 years
[159, or 82 %. Girls of age group below 10 were also found during the research.
Whereas the same figure also adds up for age group 41 and above.
Figure 8: Age at Interview Time and Marriage
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Broad time gaps between the marriage and the time of interview ranged from less than
a year to 45 years, in a total of 195 cases that were interviewed. Of those, 19 cases
had a time elapse of less than year while 68 cases had a time gap of 1 to 5 years.
Based on this date we can categorize 108 cases with a time elapse of more than 5
years while 87 cases fall under the time gap of less than 5 years.
3.1 Ethnic Identity of Girls
Ethnicity-wise, the Pashtoon girls are more vulnerable to trafficking. The cases of
Hindko-speaking, Urdu-speaking and Punjabi-speaking point to the fact that monetary
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benefits have influenced the communities, other than Pashtoons, to adopt the practice
from their Pashtoon brethren. An interesting deviation from the standard pattern is
seen that women from the Christian community living in Peshawar were also sold in
marriage by the families.
The probability of Pashtoon girls becoming the victims of trafficking has been
established beyond any doubt during the study. With a quantum of 82.56 % (161 in
number) it reinforces the hypothesis of the nexus between Pushtoon girls and
trafficking. Figures representing other ethnic groups are an indication that the
syndicates involved in trafficking are spreading their tentacles to other communities
as well.
Figure 9:
Ethnicity of Trafficked Girls
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3.2 Educational profile:
Education was an important factor as far as trafficking was concerned. The probe
showed that illiterate, uneducated and semi-literate girls are relatively more prone to
be trafficked as compared to the educated ones. Of the total responses (195), 148 did
not reply when asked about their education. This high percentage (76 %) leads us to
assume that the victims were illiterate and a response could not be elicited. As most of
these girls come from poor communities, they either have no access to education or
their parents are so poor that they cannot afford their education. Also relevant here is
the fact that priority in education is given to boys in poor families. Approximately 24
percent had some form of early education, primary, middle and secondary level.
There were 28 (14.30 %) respondents who had primary education or educated up to
class 7. The number of the matriculates stood at 9 (4.62%) while middle pass were 7
(3.59 %).
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Figure 10:
Education Level of Trafficked Girl
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3.3 Socio-economic status
The generic problem of poverty as identified by civil society activists as the main
problem for trafficking was re-confirmed by the case studies. Poor socio-economic
conditions of the girls‘ families are a major factor behind their vulnerability to the
trade, particularly if the girls are orphans. They become a liability for relatives, and
the poor relatives waste no time in marrying them off. This haste, in all probability,
makes them become a victim of trafficking. Therefore, it has become an established
fact through the research that poor families fall an easy prey to the temptations offered
by traffickers, though in most cases unknowingly.
The case studies listed in the research came from different social backgrounds. They
were daughters of labourers, farmers, domestic helpers, low-paid government
employees and small traders. It is astonishing to note that there was a retired professor
whose daughter was also trafficked.
The socio-economic status of the respondents in the study is revealed by the following
figure.
Figure 11: Responses by Socio-Economic Status
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Of the 195 responses, 65 (33%) victims were daughters of labourers; followed by
farmers 27(14%). The others belong to low-paid government employees 16 in number
(8%) small venders/traders 24 (12%), jobless 33 (17%), dead 13 (7 %) and no reply
was from 17 (9%).
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Prominent among them are 47 % people serving as labour or farm tenants and 20.5%
earning livelihood as small venders or low-paid employees. There are 23.6% who
have no regular source of income. Included among them are 13 girls whose parents
are dead. There was no reply from 8.7%.
While probing the case studies for potential competencies or capabilities that could
have been used for improving their living conditions, the data showed that 140 (72%)
did not reply to the question, leading the investigation team to believe that they had no
skills. Out of the total, 17 (14 %) had some basic skills in sewing and tailoring. But
only one knew how to make curtains professionally. Again, there were four odd cases
who knew, for example, flower-making, carpet-weaving; one was a nurse and the
fourth one worked as a lady health visitor. The remaining lot had normal level of
experience in house chores, cooking, farm work and ordinary levels of stitching and
embroidery.
Table 6: Skill

Group
Carpet-making
Domestic & household
chores
Embroidery, cooking &
stitching
Flower-making
Farming
LHV Course
Sewing & Stitching
Making curtains
Nurse
Pashto
No Reply
Total

Data
1

%Age
0.51

9

4.62

6

3.08

1
3
1
27
1
1
1
144
195

0.51
1.54
0.51
13.85
0.51
0.51
0.51
73.84
100.00

3.4 Ethnic identity of clients
The case studies revealed that non-Pashtoon families are involved in the practice by a
greater majority i.e. approximately 83 %. The major reason for falling in the trap of
traffickers is their custom of bride price. It is being confirmed and reconfirmed again
and again through the study that girls are bought under the garb of marriage which is
in fact used as a trafficking ploy. An examination of the addresses of the victims and
their so-called spouses revealed that women trafficking is an issue that is going both
on the intra-provincial and inter-provincial basis. The probe showed that the girls are
going out of the province in the form of marriages. In 30 % cases, the gangs are
explicitly mentioned that manipulated the marriage deals to their advantage. So
lucrative is the trade that in some cases the family (father, brother, uncle etc) are also
entrapped by the lure of easy and relatively large sum of money in one go. Some of
them even join the gangs to supply girls from their family circles.
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The findings also discovered a new trend among some parents, who adopted the habit
of selling their daughters twice and even thrice. Three such victims and their
responses established the presence of this trend beyond any doubt.
While further enquiring about the grooms families, it was discovered that 69 (34.50%)
were sold into marriage to Punjabi families; 37 (19.00%) were Pashtoons, 17 (9%)
were (Urban residents) Hindkowans, 11 (6%) were taken to Afghanistan , 6 (3%) to
Sindh and 4 (2%) to Hazara and to Kashmir. There was no reply from 56 (27%).
Figure 12: Ethnic Origin of the Clients
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The 11 (6. 00%) Afghans identified by the victims strengthened the views expressed
by the civil society activists that the Afghan refugees were involved in the practice.
The pointing of 6 Sindhi (3 %) families by the victims highlights the bitter fact that so
powerful were the syndicates involved in women trafficking that they were attracting
people from the Sindh province, that lies in the southern end of the country, to turn to
NWFP--- the northern part of Pakistan. In the probe, 56 (28 %) woman victims chose
not to reply, thereby leading the team to assume that these illiterate and semi-literate
girls even did not know the ethnic background of their husbands. When data of these
respondents was crosschecked with the addresses of their husbands, 80 % addresses
were again from Punjab, thereby raising the percent of women taken to Punjab
considerably. Multiple responses were elicited from 4 respondents who were
remarried twice and thrice.
3.5 Current Residence
The research developed from the profiles of those cases that had somehow escaped
their ordeals and returned back, it became important to know what their condition in
the present state of affairs was. Women were asked where they were living now and
whether their lives had improved in some ways or the other.

Figure13: Current Residence
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The greater majority of these women i.e. 100 (51%) out of 173 responses elicited are
living with their parents; followed by 24 who are still with their husbands, taking the
situation as their fate and striking compromises. As many as 11 are forced to live with
relatives; 3 with neighbors, friends, elders; 5 have got remarried; 6 are living on their
own; 4 in shelter homes while there is an exceptional case who is shuttling between
in-laws and parents. A total of 19 victims chose not to reveal their status, perhaps to
avoid the stigma attached to the girls who are trafficked. The remaining 22
respondents did not specify where they were living, but instead talked about their
specific state of mind.
Further probing into their state of mind revealed that although they were relieved
from the tyranny of the traffickers, they were now living in a different kind of agony.
They worried for their future, craved for the children left behind with their husbands‘
families, living with a sense of loss, deprivation, and social stigma. Their economic
condition was worse, as they were considered nobody‘s responsibility after having
been abandoned by their husbands. The 22 that chose to reveal their emotional and
mental status only 4 said they were very happy as not much time had elapsed after
their return; 9 said they were living an okay life; those who barely managed
economically through their own efforts were 3 in number. Six (6) were living under
pathetic and hopeless conditions, bordering on suicidal tendencies.
As 97 (49.7%) of these women acknowledged having children from the marriages, a
number of them were living without their children as they were forcibly kept back by
the husband or his family, adding to the women‘s miseries. While those who did
manage to bring along the children were struggling to provide for them as well. These
women 97 (49.7%) had children ranging from 1 to 8, all these factors contributed to
women‘s sorry state of affairs. At least 98 (50.3%) did not reply leading the team to
assume they did not have children from the liaison.

Table 7: Children's Conceived

30
Children
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
No Reply
Total

Data
39
21
15
6
7
6
1
2
98
195

%Age
20.00
10.77
7.69
3.08
3.59
3.08
0.51
1.03
50.26
100.00

It would be worthwhile to conclude that all marriages done under trafficking run into
trouble. The women survivors returning back have gone through hard times. Those
who have returned, have been relieved of the excessively hard and difficult situation,
but are still mostly dependent on their families (parents), bearing the social stigma and
economic hardship.
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Chapter 4
4. Social dynamics of Trafficking

The investigation in the earlier chapters has clearly indicated the presence of women
trafficking. The profile has shown the type of girls who are being trafficked, the girls
who are re-sold have themselves confirmed the fact that trafficking is going on. This
section will try to show modus operandi and the social dynamics involved in the
trafficking business.
4.1 Demand
There are several factors that are responsible and involved in the marriage deals. In
ordinary deals there is a demand and supply, and involvement of intermediaries.
There are different players, including those on the demand side, supply side and the
ones acting as an intermediary channel to get the end product – the trafficked girls.
The demand is mostly from the Punjab, from the middle or lower middle income
groups and communities. The demand is for young girls for the dual purposes of
sexual pleasure and cheap farm labour. As farms in Punjab are larger in size and
labour is expensive for an average farmer, the need for cheap labour arises. Girls are
easier to purchase as the custom (Sar Paisa) provides the opportunity to purchase
women easily; hence the need is met by trafficking girls in the garb of marriage. Paper
marriage is used as the most convenient ploy without undergoing any legal
formalities. The young girls are preferred as they can be productive for longer
duration if trained well and also have a resale value and market. To meet the demand,
there are well organized gangs in the market. Since it is a black business, the
purchasing party does not have to be involved in the preliminary phases. They are
only required at the final settlement level. At times even that is avoided as locals are
involved in procuring the merchandise and then selling it to the party concerned
directly. It means the girls first marry the suppliers or the intermediary and are then
transported to the actual owner. As the women are unaware of the intricacies of such
transactions they are unable to identify the detailed mechanics involved. But in the
research at least 30 to 35 percent case studies have explicitly mentioned the
involvement of gangs. The gangs are taking money and using the intermediary
channels such as marriage brokers/third party to meet the demand. The marriage
brokers act under the modus operandi of luring the people into giving their daughters
to rich suitors from Punjab who would keep their daughters happy. The targeted girls
are from the poor communities who are young, illiterate and unskilled.
4.1.1 The Clients Profile
The average profile of a client is someone belonging to an area other than NWFP; in
all probability from rural Punjab (60%) with professional backgrounds ranging from
small land-owners/farmers and landlords (39) to small trader, businessmen or
contractors (47) and government and private employees (25).
Figure 14: Clients Profession
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Among the husbands were also seven persons identified by the women as traffickers
and smugglers. As many as 22 chose not to reply to the question, thereby leading the
team to assume that they did not know about the profession of their husbands; 3
explicitly said they did not know.
The aspirants‘ age has no specific range, though the broader age range falls between
21 to 40 years old that comprises up to 68%. Clients age ranges have generally fallen
between less than 20, about 4 % and above 50 i.e. 10 %. A sizeable percent, 16.33%,
also falls in the age group between 41 to 50 years.

Table 8: Client's Age Group

S No
1
2
3
4
5

Group
Data
% age
Less than 20 years
7
3.57
21 to 50 years
165
84.19
51 to 60 years
8
4.08
Above 61 years
10
5.10
No reply
6
3.06
196
196
100
*Swabi form # 19 mentioned the age of 1st and 2nd husbands.

There is wide variation in the age group of the client. The age range starts from less
than 20 to over 60 year-old. The majority i.e. 84 % of the client age falls between 21
to 50; out of which 40 % group belongs to age group 31 to 40. Second in number are
the age group 21 to 30 i.e. 28%.
The ethnic background of the family again reveals highest percentage belonging to
Punjab i.e. 34.5 %. The 28% of the ―No reply‖ responses were further cross-checked
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with the given addresses of the husbands/clients which, revealed that more than 2/3
respondent categorized under ―No reply‖ were also taken to addresses in Punjab.
Table 9: Ethnic background of the Client

Group
Pashtoon
Urban
(Hindkowan)
Afghan
Punjabi
Sindhi
Others
No Reply
Total

resident

Data
33

%Age
16.50

16

8.00

11
69
6
9
56
200

5.50
34.50
3.00
4.50
28.00
100.00

Out of the clients belonging to Punjab, 26% (43) were already married men while 38
out of the 43 had also grown–up children from their previous marriage. The children
were mostly in their early teens or adults. Besides attending to household chores, the
girls bought by the already married men, were burdened with the additional
responsibility of looking after these children.
The probe into ethnic origin of the clients already established that most of the
aspirants (husbands) were from the Punjab. Further insight was provided through
cross check of the husbands addresses that showed 104 (57%) were taken to different
locations in Punjab.
Addresses checked of the total 195 cases revealed that 11 victims did not know the
addresses of their husbands. Of the remaining 184, 104 (57 %) were from Punjab and
70 were from NWFP. Of the 70, most of the addresses given were from Peshawar and
Nowshera—the central districts of the province. That goes to strengthen the view that
Peshawar is serving as a transit route and a virtual hub. There were only 6 addresses
from Haripur and 5 from Kohat. The remaining 11 addresses were from Kashmir,
Afghanistan, Sindh and Balochistan.
4.2 Money Transaction
It is indisputable,, under the circumstances, that money involvement is an essential
pre-requisite for the practice of bride price. To know the exact amount passing
through different actors involved in the deals, a probe was conducted to find out the
levels of transactions taking place to extract an average minimum figure needed to
procure a girl. The information revealed that the distribution ratio between different
parties involved in the business varied considerably from case to case. The transaction
modes that took place with these case studies were before, during and after the nikkah
/wedding ceremonies depending on the layers of people involved.
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Figure 15:
Money Transaction

6%

6%
Don’t Know

94%

No Transaction Took Place
Money Transaction 183

The probe was made through several questions. The money transacted under Sar
Paisa was acknowledged by 183 (94%) yes responses. The denial or ignorance was
expressed by 12 (6 %). The receipt of money was again acknowledged by as many as
107 direct relatives, who had actually received the amount. The third party
involvement was quoted in 88 cases. The probe into third party showed that out of 88,
up to 54 were other than direct relatives, such as neighbors, village people and known
acquaintances, etc. While 33 were mentioned as marriage brokers and gangs.
As many as 156 (80%) were aware of how much money passed through different
hands for arranging the marriage. While 39 (20%) did not reply to the question i.e.
they were not aware of actual amount.
Probing into the actual facilitation role played by different parties in money
transaction, only 144 responses were elicited; 22 did not know; 31 received money
directly from grooms families; 29 relatives and friends; 13 family members, 29
mentioned groups /gangs; 13 said marriage-brokers received the money on behalf of
the girls while 7 said they had themselves directly received the money.
Figure 16: Money Received from Multiple Parties

On exploring the modes of transactions, it appears that 92(47%) received full payment
as negotiated in the beginning of the marriage; 21 (11%) were promised payment in
two phases. But only received half of the amount paid upfront and in fact never
received the second installment after the marriage. As many as 82(42%) chose not to
reply.
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Figure 17: Transaction Modes

Full Payment
42%

47%

Two Phases
11%

No Reply

The team assumed that this 82 percent may have known that money was passed on,
but did not know full details of modes of transaction. Overall, the analysis revealed
that the share of money received by the girl or her family averaged Rs41, 379. (This
average is drawn from 31 cases stating the amount). As many as 31 women quoted the
amount received ranging from as low as Rs 300 and as high as Rs2,50,000. The total
amount spent on these 31 women added up to Rs1,282,750 which brings the average
amount received by a woman to Rs 41,379. In contrast, the gang‘s average share is
calculated as Rs 48,882 per person. This average is calculated from 17 responses,
stating the amount taken by the gangs. [Extreme variation was found in one case
where a girl was purchased for Rs 2,500,000].
The analysis of the above mentioned cases show that the groups take approximately
50 percent and above share in the total deal.

Figure 18: Use of Bride Price Money

According to the case studies, the money taken as bride price was used for the
following purposes: 44 said it was used to foot the marriage expenses while 21 said
the amount was spent to purchase dowery (jahez). Up to 10 said they used it for
marriage-related items. Domestic use was cited by 14 victims, personal use by 15
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while 32 pointed out to other purposes, that included purchase of property by father,
uncles, brother, marriage of other family members, debt-retirement, payment of
money to other people, squandering by an addicted father or brother, used by the
husband‘s brother, etc that included investment in business (2 responses). There was a
case in which one victim was re-sold by her husband to the red light area, 27 said they
did not know how the money was spent while 32 did not respond.
4.3 The Supply Chain
As mentioned earlier, the supply chain involved in the inhuman business of women
trafficking uses the best way open to them i.e. arranging fake marriages using the
traditional practice of bride price. The business has been going on unchecked so long
that it has established regular market chains at different levels. At times, it is done
quite openly. People are aware of it and yet they cannot do anything about it, as there
is no way to prohibit it since the traffickers are often very powerful and resourceful,
and can buy anyone attempting to interfere with their heinous trade. For example, at
various points in the study, the police personnel have been identified as purchasers (as
potential husbands) abetting the traffickers and letting them off on producing fake
nikkah namas.
Second, there is no specific law under which a person can be stopped from marrying a
girl, especially if they manipulate and deceive poor families into willfully giving their
daughter‘s hand in marriage. There has been mention of various groups and gangs
openly operating in the research area. List of names have come up from both groups
of respondents i.e. the civil society members and the victims who testify to the fact
that trafficking is very much a reality and not just a myth.
The suppliers of girls in the trafficking business are identified as family and relatives,
local acquaintances, marriage-brokers (traditional or new), gangs/groups. The
business operators clustered together as local acquaintances, brokers, gangs, or groups
form a sizeable figure from the given responses by the victims on various questions
put before them.
The marriage was arranged directly by marriage brokers in 30 cases (15.4%). In
another instance, when asked if the girls knew the persons facilitating the marriage,
44 mediators were identified as members of the trafficking gangs‘ brokers present in
the area. Added to this 12 unknown people brings the total to 56. Further probes into
third party involvement indicated positive presence, raising the final figure to 64
people.
The breakup of the people identified by the victims who facilitated the marriage
through 169 responses is as follows.
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Figure 19:
Marriage Facilitators

Relative
Name Given
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Brokers
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Gangs
Unknow People

4%
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6%

Don’t Know

7%

Others

5%

11%

No Response

Among the relatives, the victims have mentioned real brothers, uncles and at times
fathers receiving the money on the victims‘ head. A special case uncovered was of a
father who sold three of his daughters consecutively to the gangs involved in the
business.
In another case, stepfathers, uncles, brothers and husbands have been mentioned for
selling the girls to people coming from other provinces and even re-selling them more
than once. A number of orphans were also disposed off by relatives to the traffickers.
There have been indications where girls were first married to the locals and then resold by the supposedly first husbands to the people in Punjab, Sindh and Afghanistan.
In 110 cases, the girls knew that they were being sold. A meager 10 (5 %) of the total
had complete knowledge of their prospective husbands. The remaining had no clue or
only knew a little, from information passed on to them by the family members.
Figure 20: Victim’s knowledge of prospective husband
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Figure 21: Extent of Victim’s Knowledge of Prospective Husbands
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Figure 22: Victims knowledge about Trading

The greater majority of girls trapped in the deals at the time of marriage were of age
groups between 11 to 20 years, 79.5 % of the total; 7 % were of ages even lower than
10 years. Approximately 13 % only were above 20 years. Minor girls below the age
of 15 are more in demand. A girl of the age range 16 -17 years is considered to be
ideal merchandise for the traffickers.
Whereas consent from the girls or brides-to-be was sought in 63 cases as a formality,
in 116 cases even this formality was forgone. Around 16 respondents were baffled by
the question, and did not respond.
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Figure 23:
Marriage With Girl's Consent
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Consent Taken
32%

Without Concent
60%

No Response

4.4 Modus operandi of Supply
The victims/survivors are seldom involved in the process of marriage deals. In
traditional marriages, the families of the would-be brides, gets some information
about the would-be bridegroom. They give the girls‘ hand in marriages after making
proper inquiries .The links and references are first checked. In case of inter-provincial
marriages, this becomes very difficult. The parents of girls have to depend on the
goodwill of the relatives and people of the area, thus making them vulnerable to
duplicity of the gangs. The probe revealed that these observations are not without fact.
To expose the practice of performing fake nikkah, the case studies were probed for
information that could determine the exact nature and validity of their marriage.
When asked if a nikkah was performed, 164 said yes; 26 said no; while 5 did not
know. It was found that the victims themselves knew very little about the actual
nikkah, but assumed from the presence and participation of a Maulvi, head of the area,
etc. The Imam‘s presence was quoted all together in 60 cases, while 127 had no
answer. Again, in 101 cases, the nikkah was stated to be oral, and only 75 case studies
mentioned written nikkah. Further availability of the written nikkah when checked,
was found to be with 63 cases only while 124 had no inkling of a written
naikkahnama.
Figure 24:
Availability of NIkahnama
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Figure 25: Victims who Performed Nikkah
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Figure 26:
Written OR Verbal Nikah
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There were 65 whose nikkah’s were performed in other cities. The other cities
included central cities of NWFP (48 number) and 17 cities of the Punjab. As many as
53 said nikkah was performed at her village or the parent‘s house; 6 said it was done
at husband‘s home [susral]; 3 said local mosque; 2 mentioned courts. There were
three cases where the victims did not even know the place where the nikkah was
performed while 63 chose not to reply
Probing into the venue or location of the nikkah, suggested that in 165 cases the
parents and /or relatives were present on the day of the nikkah, while in 21 cases, they
were missing. Out of 165 respondents, only in 60 cases one or both parents were
present.
Table 10: Parent’s presence at nikkah

Group
Yes
No
No reply
Total

Data
21
165
9
195

%age
10.77
84.62
4.62
100.00

Consent of the girls was included in 63 cases by informing her of the marriage,
whereas in 116 cases, the girls were not even consulted or told that their marriage was
being arranged.
Table 11: Marriage with Consent
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Marriage with Consent
Group
Data
No
116
Yes
63
No Reply
16
Total
195

%Age
59.49
32.31
8.21
100.00

If the above parameters are cross-checked with the age of the girls at the time of
marriage, 168 girls were in the age bracket of 20 and below; only 27 were above the
age of 20 years. Under such a scenario, the girls‘ participation in the decision-making
process cannot be expected to or considered significant under the practiced norms.
Similarly, when asked if these girls knew their prospective husbands, only 77 (39.5%)
answered in the affirmative, while 109 (56%) responded in the negative. Further
probing revealed that only 10 said that they knew the man they were marrying quite
well. The remaining 89 said they had skeletal knowledge of the person they were
marrying [29 out of 89 initially denied knowing the groom but later conceded to
knowing him.
Interestingly, when probed if these girls knew they were being traded in exchange for
money, 110 said they knew, while 41 said they did not know.
Going into further details, only 122 responded. As many as 53 out of 122 said they
knew before the marriage that they were being sold, 33 came to know about it after
the marriage, 10 made such comments as how they were resold twice or thrice, it was
a painful issue to talk about, how their dreams were shattered etc. or they were
intoxicated. Seven specifically said they did not want to tell while 19 said they did not
know.
The purpose of sale was quoted as sex trade by 32 (16.4%), exploitation as cheap
labour was quoted by 27, while 73 (34.4%) said they were used for both. Up to 63
either did not reply or made irrelevant comments.
Table 82: Purpose of Marriage

Group
Sex
Labour
Both
Others
No Reply
TOTAL

Data
32
27
73
29
34
195

%Age
16.41
13.85
37.44
14.87
17.44
100.00

In the narrative part of the question, 51 explicitly narrated the details of sexual
exploitation or how they were used to labour during the day, taking care of the cattle,
domestic chores, farming, and how they were used at night by other men of the family
for sexual pleasures. Others narrated how they were forced into prostitution by the
husband and his associates. In two instances, the women were taken as far as Dubai
and Qatar for the business on a regular basis.
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The supply chain constitutes a well-planned system, analogous to a business. The girl
is taken to the clients after meeting the religious and cultural formalities. The
marriage is solemnized in the form of a nikkah. The nikkah is mostly verbal, so that
there is no documentary proof left to book them at a later stage. The consent of the
girl is not taken before striking the marriage deal. The survey findings backed all
these observations.

Chapter 5
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5. Glimpses into the ordeal of trafficked girls

In an attempt to get insight into the lives of the trafficked women, the study tried to
get a glimpse of their life after the supposed marriage. It probed as to how they were
transferred from their homes to other destinations; where was the location; how they
were treated at different destinations and what was their life after the contracted deal,
etc. This section also tries to determine the exact nature of the so-called marriage to
either determine its validity or to expose its falsehood.
In slight variation from the probe information, it was seen that 137 (70%) brides were
taken to different locations in Punjab, while 37 (19%) were taken to places other than
the Punjab, which included 26 locations in NWFP(including 3 taken to Hazara).The
remaining were transported to Afghanistan, Balochistan, Kashmir and Sindh.
Figure 27: Locations where Victims were Transfered

Up to 21 (11%) either chose not to respond or just said the ‗husband‘s place‘. This
information was elicited through an open-ended question, whereby the victims were
also able to express their feelings of loneliness in an alien surrounding, problems
caused by the barrier of language, customs and different life styles. The unfamiliar
setup and surroundings caused a great deal of stress, fear and anxiety among the
young girls. Later, the treatment meted out to them in general, in addition to sexual
exploitation they had to undergo from other male members of the family, left them
totally confused and traumatized. Many girls were confused for a long time as to who
their real husbands were. Gradually, it became clearer to them that the purpose of
their marriage was not what they had believed to be; instead, they were bought to
serve as cheap labour and to be utilized as sex slaves. Many tried to resign to the
notion that since they were married, they were duty-bound to do whatever was
demanded of them by the husbands.
The status of marriages contracted under the trafficking is questionable. The
trafficked girls are faced with hostile attitudes both by the in-laws and the husbands.
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Those who are married to previously married persons have to shoulder multiple
responsibilities, like bearing and rearing their own kids and those from the previous
wives of their husbands, doing the household chores and farm labour- the jobs for
which they are brought from their parents‘ house. They have been facing un-ending
trials and tribulations since the time they were bought.
The behaviour of the husbands and in-laws as highlighted below is indicative of the
fact that these girls are not found to be in the desirable situations. A total of 66% had
to bear torturous behaviour from the husbands and 74% from the in-laws, indicating
the extent of the misery of these victims, motivating many to somehow find a viable
means of escape from this sordid existence. Therefore, knowing that their life back
home may not be the same they escaped the torturous ordeal at times with or without
the children.
Figure 28: Behaviour of Husband

Figure 29: In laws behaviour

Tales of horrors were narrated by victims, such as a wife had to cater to sexual
overtures of her husband‘s friends collectively at times, and refusal brought forth
torturous and battering.
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In another case, the girl was working as a servant in a brothel run by the husband. She
was constantly abused and mistreated. There were cases where the girls were married
to an invalid or a cancer patient just to take care of them and also become a source of
entertainment for other family members. In approximately 51 cases, explicit incidents
of foul play were quoted, indicative of sexual exploitation. Others were more related
to labour and strenuous work schedules.
Under a different question, probing into actual purpose of marriage 73 (37.4%) quoted
the purpose of their marriage as sexual exploitation and labour both. (See figure of purpose
of marriage Table 13 on page 52) According to the data, in 97 (50%) cases the liaison with the
purchased girls produced offsprings ranging from one child to 8 children, (this
includes cases where women were resold or remarried), 98 (50%) did not respond,
indicating they had no children.
Table 93: Number of children conceived by survivors

Children
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
No reply
Total

Data
39
21
15
6
7
6
1
2
98
195

% age
20.00
10.77
7.69
3.08
3.59
3.08
0.51
1.03
50.26
100.00

About 79 (%) were able to bring back their children with themselves. A considerable
number were unable to bring all of their children. The women were either forcibly
deprived of some children, or the boys were kept back or they were kidnapped later,
while 16 of the victims were totally deprived of their children. The separation from
the children agonized many of the victims and they felt helpless in doing anything
about it. Twelve of the victims who were separated from their children lived in the
agonizing misery of separation and pleaded for help to get their children back.
While there were also cases, particularly girls of very young or of minor ages, who
apparently did not want the children as they did not know how to handle them and
further more they were still suffering from the pain and trauma of the experiences and
very much withdrawn into their shells. Minor girls often had still births and suffered
from the pain of post-traumatic stress disorder [PTSD].
A small group of women were also willing to compromise on the children by giving
back the boys to relieve the economic burden bore by them or their family. Societal
norms also at times pushed them to give back the sons as they are considered to be the
family of the men‘s side.
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Chapter 6
6. Breaking the Cycle

Once into a vicious cycle of the fake marriage, a trafficked woman‘s life is not that
of a happy person, but a slave who has no choice of her own. She starts realizing the
need to quit the abusive life she is going through. But there is no support structure
available to her. If she leaves her so-called husband, she has no place to turn to except
the house of her parents where she is perceived as a liability because of the poor
background of the family. The children, especially sons, are snatched from her and
she has to bring up daughters, while remaining with parents. Sometimes, even parents
disown her, or if they are dead, the victim is forced to live on the charity of her
relatives or other God-fearing people of the area.
The probe carried out with the victims/survivors of trafficking provides conclusive
evidence repeatedly at different levels of the study. It showed that women traded for
the purpose undergo both physical and mental trauma. They are repeatedly abused
and tortured until it reaches a point where they are compelled to take a leap without
thinking about the consequences. A probe into how the victims escaped showed that
the major initiative to take the exit route is decided by the victims themselves.
Support from the family or others come at a later stage. The data shows out of 169
respondents 82 girls or women took the first bold step themselves and later sought
help from the strangers or acquaintances. While 59 seized an opportunity provided by
the family which allowed them to return to the parents‘ house for some social event
on one pretext or the other and then did not go back. In 16 cases, the in-laws or socalled husbands got rid of them either by means of divorce or returned them without
citing reasons.
The probe indicated that majority of the women (82) did not have any family support
and they left the houses of their husbands on their own. The reasons cited were
different, but ill-treatment was the most cited cause. One victim said: ―I was treated
like an animal and spent 4 years in that hell‖. How were such women exploited can be
imagined by another comment made by a surviving victim. She said:‖ I was seriously
ill. My husband sent me back to my parent‘s home. He told my parents when ―she is
OK (fully recovered), let me know so that I can take her back. I did not go there after
that.‖ One victim said when her father came to know about her pathetic condition and
wanted to take her back, her husband divorced her.
It indicated that the families where the women were trafficked into were not ready to
leave the girls at any cost; except in a few cases where they found that the women was
no more productive. The survey also spotlighted 10 cases where the victims were still
with their so-called husbands; perhaps due to lack of support structure. Of these only
one victim explicitly said she was living happily with her husband. There were two
responses which were not clear. As many as 10 women are still living with husbands‘
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families by compromising with the situation at hand. They see no place for
themselves in their own community. The 10 out of 24 women still living with their
husbands responded, while the other 14 chose not to respond.
Description provided by the women who came back by themselves narrated a lot of
interesting details and how they escaped.
In one case a young girl was helped to escape by the man‘s first wife. Apparently the
man who had purchased her had daughters of the age of the girl purchased.
In two instances, the girls escaped at 2 or 3 am, reached a spot where public transport
was available and just boarded the bus. Some were helped by the truck drivers who
were usually Pashtoons. In two cases the girls stopped the truck drivers, narrated their
plight, who in return kept them and then helped them reach their destinations.
One girl saw her husband kill a man. She ran for life. A few of the girls sought help
from Pashtoon families, living either in close vicinity or tried first to reach a
destination where they knew a Pashtoon family lived, and sought help from them.
Strangers like passers-by, a lady doctor, a Pashtoon labourer, a visitor who had come
to the house and also at times the clients at the brothel took pity and helped them
escaped. Three respondents made it to the shelter or Darul Aman.
A total of 169 responded to the queries of interviewers, 26 did not want to tell, 82
came by themselves, 59 with family support, 16 were abandoned by the husbands,10
still living with husbands and there was erroneous data in 2 cases
Table 10: Helped the Victims with release

Group
Themselves
Family support
Left by husband
Still living with husband
Erroneous data
No Reply
Total

Data
82
59
16
10
26
2
195

%Age
42.05
30.26
8.21
5.13
13.33
1.03
100.00

Further inquiry into whether a report was filed against the perpetrators of violence,
141 did not reply, 23 said yes but did not give the details. In the remaining cases, 14
had filed a report against the purchase for cruelty and abuse, 11 applied in the district
courts for Khula (case for dissolution of marriage from the girls side) , 3 were taken to
the high court. Three women applied for help to Aurat Foundation and United Nations
High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR). In total, 54 cases made an attempt to seek
redress and Khula was obtained in at least 11 cases.
Further probe into the living conditions of the trafficked women elicited 176
responses, 154 talked about where they were living presently while 22 described their
emotional status, 19 chose not to say anything. Such a large number of women
returning back to their parents home or leaving their husbands indicates something is
drastically a miss. A close look at the figure about physical status of these women
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indicated that the marriage unions formed under coercion and threats are not
successful.
About 100 women returned to their homes and are living with their families, 11 are
living with distant relatives, 3 live with others (village elders, neighbours), 4 in shelter
home, 5 re-married , 6 are living on their own, while 25 are still living with the
husbands, compromising and coping with the situation. A total of 22 described their
state of mind as happy (4), OK (9) and stressful (9).
The next question also explores the mental status of the respondents by asking them if
they were satisfied with their present life. Up to 105 said no, 55 said yes out of 160
responses elicited. Further peeping into the responses put forth the fact that those who
had said that they were satisfied with their current status were doing so by either
making compromises or they were really overwhelmed with a sense of relief as not
much time had elapsed after their escape. Those, who said they were not satisfied with
their life, were saying so because of two reasons. One category was of those who
were not happy with their life because of the conditions created at the hands of their
husbands or in-laws. The other category was of those who were not satisfied because
of the living conditions at their father/relatives houses.
For further qualifying the responses as good or bad, in context of the present situation,
only 66 (34%) respondents were relatively satisfied with their lives in context of
finding peace and bliss or a happy family reunion, while 87 (45 % ) felt dejected. The
reason for not being satisfied ranged from being unhappy with marital life, losing
previously held status at home after coming back, being an economic burden on the
family, facing the social stigma, worry for the future, grieving over the split of the
family and children and financial difficulty.
Figure 30: Emotional Status of Respondents
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In a few instances, the women are driven to such desperation that they contemplate
suicide and are even ready to go back to the tortures husband if he could support her
and the children. They would like to run away from the social pressure and the stigma
they faced at home. So much was the dissatisfaction degree that one woman said she
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wanted to die. Some openly said they had become mentally ill because of the
circumstances. One said: ―My life has been ruined.‖
With younger girls, whose memories are still afresh from the ordeal they had been
through, feel a sense of relief. They think, ―Anything is better at home than the life
they led away from home‖.
As a general conclusion women escaping from the grip of the traffickers find it
difficult to adjust back into their own communities. Their struggle to survive becomes
far greater than a woman from a normal poor family.
Table 11: Survivors request for help

Group
Yes
No
No reply
Total

Data
121
53
21
195

% age
62.05
27.18
10.77
100.00

Exploring the potential for support, the respondents were asked if they required any
sort of help. Up to 121 said yes, while 53 said no, 27 did not reply. Probing into the
kind or type of support needed, 174 responded as follows.
The maximum number (53) was of those who said they were not in need of any help;
the next high number (46 ) was of those who needed legal support to get rid of the
quagmire; 6 were those who wanted legal aid and shelter; 14 were sick of the situation
and wanted divorce; 12 wanted to remarry; 10 sought reunion with children; 12 called
for monetary support; 13 needed moral and psychological support; 3 called for jobs
and as many (3) wanted out-of-court settlement.
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Chapter 7
7. Proposed measures to curb the crime
The respondents laid particular stress on education, awareness, proper law-making,
strict implementation of the same and several other measures to contain the practice.
7.1 Education
Most of the civil society members (29) believed that the lack of education was
responsible for the growing practice of women trading. They suggested that social
education would go a long way towards uprooting of the menace. They proposed that
education should be imparted to the people in general, parents and girls in particular
to contain the practice. A good number of respondents laid stress on adherence to
Islamic education as they believed that it was detachment from Islamic teachings that
people were indulging in women trafficking. They suggested that the radio, television
and seminars could be employed as a medium to achieve the goal of education. These
tools should be used to highlight the exalted status of women as enshrined in Islamic
teachings. This will discourage the people from treating women with contempt,
saving women from falling victims to trafficking under the garb of marriages.
7.2 Awareness
Awareness-raising was the second point emphasized by the respondents (52). They
called for using the print and electronic media to raise awareness about the issue. A
good number of people felt that Ulema should be actively involved in advocacy and
awareness. They suggested that villages should be brought under focus as in the rural
areas parents sold their daughters unwittingly, taking it as a custom or perhaps forced
by the growing poverty. The respondents also called for seminars, theatrical
presentations, involvement of social workers, local government representatives and
elders (notables) of the areas in the awareness-raising campaign.
7.3 Law-making and strict Implementation of the Laws
A considerable number of the respondents (33) pointed to the lack of a legislative
framework that was moribund, ineffective, and not implemented. Trafficking of all
kinds has been banned by the Constitution, Legal Covenants, and ILO Conventions,
as well as numerous treaties the government is signatory to. It is the oversight and
non-implementation that is weak and fragile. It was suggested that pressure needs to
be directed here. Government statutory bodies and law enforcing agencies needs to be
fully sensitized and equipped to interpret the laws in its appropriate context instead of
giving precedence to customs and traditional norm in resolving conflicts.
7.4 Bodies at the Local Government Level
Most of the respondents emphasized the important role of the local government
representatives and institutions to fight the practice. There were suggestions to
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involve the nazim of the area and members of mediation committees and others
already formed under the local government ordinance e.g public safety commissions
etc. They need to be activated on such issues and included in the awareness-raising
campaigns. It was proposed that committees should be constituted at the village level
after consulting the nazim and members of the mediation committees to check the
practice. Measures such as training and instructions imparted to the nikkah khawan to
check the authenticity of inter-provincial marriage may prove to be a stumbling block
for the traffickers. For example, a mandatory condition of seeking two references
from the local council members of the area, the prospective groom belongs to, can be
an effective means of putting checks and balance on the misuse of inter and intraprovincial marriage.
7.5 Measures for Poverty Alleviation
Most of the respondents linked women trafficking to the rampant poverty that was
forcing the poor parents to sell their daughters even knowingly. They said that the
government should take poverty-alleviation measures by improving the living
standards of the rural population where the practice was more pronounced. They
called for provision of employment to lessen the poverty rate so that the poor
segments of the society in the rural areas were not compelled into giving their
daughters‘ hand in marriage to facilitate women trafficking. There was a suggestion to
effectively convince the people to have family planning as most of the families were
extended ones with reduced resources. With scant resources, it becomes difficult for
the family head to rear all the members. It leads to a rise in poverty level and forces
the people to fall prey to the women traffickers both wittingly and unwittingly.
7.6 At the Societal Level
The respondents suggested that the social workers and civil society organizations
should actively take part in the process of a social change for the better. They should
do what is expected of them to mitigate women trafficking. They proposed launching
of awareness-raising campaign both at the grassroots level and by involving the print
and electronic media. The message about the disastrous impacts of women trafficking
being carried out in the garb of marriages should be spread far and wide. They should
tell the people of the rights of the women so that these are not trampled by making
them victims of trafficking. They pointed out that dowery (jahez) was a reason for
forcing the poor parents to give their daughters in marriage to those who were in fact
not doing any service but only trafficking their daughters for exploitation at the hands
of the in-laws. Nobody will think of taking Sar Paisa once his/her daughter was
accepted without any dowery (jahez) in his/her own community.

