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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan is the sixth populous country of the world. The UN 2010 Human
Development Index [HDI] ranked Pakistan on 125 among 169 countries and has been further graded
in the Gender Empowerment Measure [GEM] at 99 out of 109 countries.1
Instead of several constitutional guarantees and international commitments women and women
development in Pakistan in the past few decades suffered continuously. The fundamental causes
include the inadequate political commitment, national and provincial gender biased policies, failure
in women friendly legislations coupled with weak implementation of laws. Steps were initiated in the
recent past to cover various critical areas of concern related to women. To reduce the gaps the
country’s first National Action Plan was launched in 1998 under the guise of National Commission
on the status of women [NCSW].
Noor Education Trust [NET] with the mandate to protect and empower the most vulnerable segment
by eliminating the gender based violence [GBV] in Khyber Pukhtunkhwa [KP]-Pakistan. In
partnership with Trocaire-Pakistan in 2008 NET initiated a three years Mera Ghar, Crisis
Intervention and Advocacy project. The project has been implemented during July 2008 to June
2011. As part of the project second extension phase NET conducted needs assessment survey on GBV
with its allied community, Partner Organizations [POs] and relevant stakeholders. The survey aims
to identify issues, needs and priorities with key services available in selected villages and selected
Union Councils at districts Nowshehra, Mardan & Swabi of KP.
The methodology adopted termed the survey both quantitative and qualitative. To document the
presence and frequency of numerous GBV/VAW issues the respondents [189] were randomly selected
and were put through a detailed questionnaire developed for each segment of community and
stakeholders. For quality and communal opinion on issues 32 focus group discussions 8 each with
men, women, boys and girls were conducted.
The aggregate analysis of data shows a diverse picture of gender discrimination in the target areas.
The encouraging element of the survey was that majority of women and girls [53.9%] have
participated as compared to men and boys. One factor behind this could be as women/girls are at the
receiving end. A denial of VAW as an issue on part of men and boys was also observed.
GBV/VAW is considered a private and family matter in the targeted areas; therefore absence of basic
information at community level related to gender issues, domestic violence, forced/early child
marriages, sexual harassment and women rights was noticed. Joint family system is intact 63%
families preferred to live together conjoined with the development of male dominant behaviors
among girls and boys. Father, elder brother and male family members play key role within the
families. More than 74% of decisions related to women/girl’s attitudes, behaviors, daily chores,
education, mobility, jobs and consent at time of marriage are completely influenced by the male.
Individuals [100%] reported the presence of various kinds of domestic violence on women and girls in
all its forms, While 58% are of the opinion that it happened in homes and relatives particularly to
girls and married women aged mostly between 18 to 35 years, mostly happened to married [66%]
and divorced women [17%] with a frequency of daily, monthly or on need based.
The findings shows that increased number of boys [63%] and [55%] girls get marry in a very young
age [before 18 years of age] or at time, when they become adult, can earn or carry out daily chores for
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their families. Child and force marriages are common. 18% marriages were reported below 15 years
with a frequency of 1 to 5 in a month.
The survey identified broader causes for GBV/VAW are the ignorance related to GBV issues,
poverty, poor economic conditions, considering women weak, demanding share in inheritance, no
choice to marry with own consent, limited opportunities for higher education and employment for
girls. The large families size with limited are no participation of women in decision making also
leads to violence. Women are also vulnerable to social and Psychological issues. Taboos norms of
Pushtoon culture are exist in all UC’s and districts.
Gaps in terms of specific services related to GBV affectees are huge. Except presence of few CBOs in
few villages, no primary services are available at UC and district level. Disputes at first instance
resolved within the house and families by involving the family elders. Traditional Jirga system
exists at the community level with no participation from women side. The local governments
Anjuman Musalihati Committees are no more active with abandoning the local government in the
province. Limited health and Re-productive facilities for women/girls are available at government
own hospital at UC Bazar in Mardan. The inhabitants are compelled to avail the facilities from
private clinics with excessive spending. In some areas women are burdened with excessive work,
apart from doing their daily chores related to households, women are supposed to bring fuel wood
from the nearby mountain areas, work in the fields, and take care of domestic animals.
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INTRODUCTION
1.1.

Organizational Background

The Noor Education Trust [NET] was formerly registered in July 2003 with the commitment to
eliminate GBV in the KP province of Pakistan. The Trust started as a small initiative for
survivors of domestic violence in the form of temporary shelter and legal aid. It grew over the
years as a full fledge crisis intervention program. Since its inception the Mera Ghar, crisis
intervention and advocacy program is being implemented in collaboration with different donors
both individuals and agencies. In 2008 after the successful implementation of pilot phase with
the financial assistance from Trocaire had led to a three years project which continued during
July 2008 to June 2011. During the implementation both the organization and the program have
recorded a steady growth, due to increase in collaborative partnership both at local and national
level.

2.

GBV IN PAKISTAN
Pakistan is a federation of four provinces, the Federally Administered Tribal Areas [FATA] and
the Provincial Administered Tribal Areas [PATA], the Kashmir and the Northern Areas. The
estimated population of Pakistan is around 187 millions consist of estimated 51.57% men and
48.43% women, making it the sixth most populous country of the world. The societical setup of
Pakistan is based on multicultural, multi-ethnic and multi linguistic breading manifold
GBV/VAW issues.
The constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 1973 gives equal rights both to Women and
Men in Pakistan; however instead of the constitutional guaranties women in Pakistan are
subjugated to their counterparts. Women in all parts of the country facing gender based
discriminations in almost all quarters of life. Clear diversities in terms of access to basic
education, health, economic and political empowerment between men, women, boys and girls
exist at national, provincial and local levels. The discriminatory behaviors and attitudes are
covered under multiple layers of traditions, customary practices, laws and in some instances
under the religious guise. The data collected for the purpose shows that primarily these
discriminatory behaviors and attitudes take birth within the four walls of “Sweet Home” coming
out to the streets, localities, cities and spread over to all corners of the state.
To tackle and reduce the gender gaps between men and women numerous actions both at federal
and provincial fronts are initiated under the guise of Gender Reforms Action Plan [GRAP] to
curb the gender discriminations and to bring institutional, policies, budget and public
expenditures and political participations. 2
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GBV IN KHYBER PUKHTUNKHWA
Gender based discriminations and violations like other parts of the country do exist in KPK. The
growing militancy, numerous military operations carried out across the province compelled
millions of women, men and children to live a displaced life, the ongoing military operations and
the exiting intense security situation across the country have not only affecting the efforts
initiated for the elimination of GBV, but has further polishing the “Male Dominant” attitudes
and behaviors in the KPK society. Instances have been noticed that limiting practical as well as
strategic needs of women and girls in the region. The gravity of these violation got worsens in the
last few decades posing additional restrictions to women and girl’s mobility, education,
employment opportunities, together with economic growth.
The social fabric of KP is marked with a variety of gender based violations as well as women and
girl’s rights abuses. The masculine power structure with traditional feudal [Khanisim], strong
cultural biases, customary acceptance, and the negligible level of law implementation have
created a social structure that not only against women and girls in the rural settings, but is also
not conducive for them to lead a peaceful life.
The data collected for the need assessment shows that the customary practices of Domestic
Violence, Honor Killings, Early, forced, Swara and exchange marriages and doubt on women are
frequently practiced in the KP rural setting even now, the level of domestic violence is prevails at
every stage with a high level denial from the male perpetrators.

4.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF NEED ASSESSMENT
This Need Assessment has been carried out for the Noor Education Trust, Mera Ghar, Response,
Prevention and Advocacy Program/Trocaire GBV project [Second Phase]. The NA findings shall
be used as base for the development of project documents and for future interventions.
The assessment tried to gather data related to basic concepts and fundamental knowledge
among men, women, boys and girls related to GBV/VAW, to capture information related to the
available services and mechanism exist within household, at village, UC and district level for the
resolution of disputes based on GBV/VAW. The community familiarity with registration of
marriage contract, dower, divorce, right to choose partner, nature and kinds of domestic violence
exists in different UC’s of districts Nowshera, Mardan and Swabi in KP.
This survey has been carried out with six selected groups, whom the NET worked with and
represent various segments and institutions of the KP, these are as below;
1. COMMUNITY: consisting of Men, Women and youth respondents from various strata of
professions, young boys and girls aged between 14 to 18 years.
2. ULLEMA/NIKAH REGISTRARS: representing the religious facets of society
3. PARTNER ORGANIZATIOS: are the district partner organizations collaborating with NET
on the project outputs and outcome.
4. LAWYERS
5. MEDIA and
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6. DOCTORS

5.

METHODS USED IN THE DATA COLLECTION

The survey covers both qualitative and quantitative aspects, for the purpose primary and secondary
data was focused.

5.1.

PRIMARY DATA

The primary data comprises of the questionnaires and focus groups discussions [FGDs]. The main
objective of these questionnaires was to obtain data on individual attitude and behavior towards the
issue. On the other side the FGDs focused on the group behavior related problems and issues.
Separate questionnaires were designed for stakeholders and community these includes;
The preparation of tools and check lists for FGD’s were designed and completed by the project team.
Collection of field data, filling of assessment questionnaires and to conduct FGD’s with all
stakeholders, data analysis and documentation of the findings were also carried out by the existing
project team.

5.1.1.

QUESTIONNAIRES

Separate questionnaires were developed for adult Men/Women and Boys/Girls between the age 14-to18 years. In addition detailed interview questionnaires were also developed for Nikah Registrars,
Media, Doctors, POs, and Lawyers.

5.1.1.1.
abcde-

STAKEHOLDERS

Ullema/ Nikah registrars
District Partners Organizations
Doctors
Lawyers
Media

5.1.1.2.

COMMUNITY

The community was further divided in to two categories Men and Women above the age of 18 years
and boys and girls between 14 to 18 years.

5.1.2.

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS

As discussed earlier, in each area separate FGD’s were conducted with Men, Women, Boys and Girls,
Ullema, Pos, Lawyers and Media to gauge the collective response on their behavior towards the
GBV/VAW.
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5.2.

SECONDARY DATA

The secondary data is consisting of desk review and mapping of areas. The context of the survey was
to assess the level of community needs in terms of gender discriminations and violence against
women, the available services and structures at the village, UC and district level.

5.2.1.

DESK REVIEW

Since 2008 the total number of VAW cases is increased by 13%, while the figures only for the
year 2010 shows a total of 8000 VAW cases in Pakistan. This figures as against to 2009
recorded a surprising decrease with a ratio of 6.41%. One of the reasons for decrease in number
of cases in 2010 could be the devastated floods that not only affected millions of people in KPK
and across Pakistan, but has also turned in to under reporting of VAW in the KPK. During the
year 2010 a total of 650 incidents of violence i.e. 328 murders, 89 domestic violence, 77
abduction/kidnapping, 54 suicide, 22 honor killings, 5 rape, 3 stove burning, 01 acid throwing
and 71 miscellaneous cases mostly comprised of attempted murder and suicide, violence,
kidnapping, injury, sexual harassment and women trafficking are reported in the province
including Federally Administered Tribal Areas. District Peshawar [245], Nowshehra [32],
Charsadda [26], Mardan [92], Swabi [36] and Haripur [26] are districts where major incidents
of VAW are reported3. The subsequent policy and data monitor report on violence against
women January to June 2011 has further confirmed the increased violence against women
cases in above stated districts. According to the data collected during first six months of 2011 a
total of 389 cases are reported, these includes 20 in Charsadda, 08 in Haripur, 50 in Mardan,
43 in Nowshehra, 14 in Swabi and 149 in Peshawar 4.
Data extracted from the NET client management system, since year 2002 majority of
VAW/Legal issues are reported from district Mardan [73], Nowshera [82] and 112 from Swabi4.
The desk review of the GBV data provided the basis for selection of districts for the need
assessment survey.

5.2.2.

MAPPING

Since NET is working on GBV/VAW issues in district Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshehra, Mardan,
Swabi and Haripur in KP for identification and selection of areas/UC’s a one day consultative
workshop with relevant stakeholders working in the above stated districts was organized. keeping in
view the outcomes of the workshop it was decided that the survey will be carried out in 12 villages,
six rural UC’s and three districts of KP [For details see the below]
S#
1

DISTRICT
Nowshehra

UNION COUNCIL
Shedu
Manduri

2

Mardan

Bazar

3

Swabi

10

Khazana Dheri

VILLAGE
i. Shedu
i. Hisar Tang
ii. Jabbai
i.Irfan Nagar
ii.Kalo Dehrai
i.Chato Kalai

Maniri Bala

i.Maniri

Tor Dher

i.Seno Muhala
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20 respondents [10 Men/Women and 10 Boy/Girls] were randomly selected for survey questionnaire
as well as FGD’s at each village level.

6.

LIMITATIONS AND STRENGTHS

During the Need Assessment Survey couple of limitations and strengths were identified as below;

6.1.

LIMITATIONS

6.1.1.

11

SECURITY: The recent military operation in Malakand agency/district Swat has
prone the KP as a whole and district Peshawar, Nowshehra, Charsadda, Mardan,
Swabi and Kohat in particular to security alert. During the need assessment the
team got the notion of security risks in specific villages of district Mardan and
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Swabi. Instead of the fact that these villages/areas are situated on multiple
distances from Peshawar and are easily accessible. The community attitudes and
behavior towards women and girls are rigid and traditional to a great extant,
which make these areas little more sensitive.

6.1.2.

RESPONSE FROM THE COMMUNITY: Participation in almost all community
areas remain below the expectations with mixed responses from the community
related to the participation. Individuals’ particularly older men and youth were
found rigid and reluctant, while in UC Khazana Dheri of district Mardan and UC
Tor Dher in Swabi initially remain non-supportive and completely refused to fill
out the questionnaires as well as to participate in the FGD’s. Women and girls
are also completely dependent on Men. Prior permissions were sought from the
men folk to conduct activity with the women and girls.

6.1.3.

AREA: The selected/ identified areas are completely rural and are situated at
handsome distance form Peshawar. Limited mobility opportunities specifically
for women and girls are available. The inhabitants are mostly farmers and daily
wagers that can also be terms as one of the reason for low participation from the
community.

6.2.

STRENGTHS
6.2.1 TEAM: Since the team build well coordination and was well prepare hence the
issues arise within the community and activity were coup up with problems.

6.2.2 PLANNING: Due to well coordination with district partner organization and
extensive planning the team completed data collection, as well as FGD’s in time.

6.2.3 PARTNERS RESPONSE: Partner’s response towards the team as well as the

issues was very supportive and positive. The PO’s arranged all activities planned
in the respective areas. Instead of the fact that the budget specified for Pos was
low, however, the POs had remained with the team during the activities.

7.

FINDINGS

The survey provides an insight in to the GBV and different nature of VAW issues prevailed in the
target areas. The tools designed for the purpose have effectively collected adequate data with clear
information about the nature, occurrence and level of GBV/VAW issues in the targeted districts and
UCs of KP and shows the below findings;
Instead of the fact that women in KPK do not form a homogenous entity, however the complete male
dominant joint family system is intact in the rural settings as against to urban areas. Opportunities
for women and girls vary with the social setup and the society they are belonging. The majority of
women are subjected to the rigid social norms and customs that are imposed by the centuries old
traditions and religious adherence with inadequate access to basic services and participation in
social activities. There are conflicting views even at the district and UC level related to women and
girls. There are no specific women development agendas in all the targeted areas.
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During the consultative workshop held with district Partner Organizations, Nikah registrars, Nikah
Khawan, Lawyers, Media and individuals from Men and Women community groups initially
revealed that VAW is prevailed and is associated with the target communities and is common in all
its forms. The questionnaires designed have not only collected data related to the presence of VAW
in the areas, but had also collected sufficient information with regard to the daily chores of Men,
Women, Boys and Girls of numerous ages. The data collected through individual questionnaires and
FGDs have further confirmed the prevalence of VAW.

7.1.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: Exhibit 1.1 shows the presence of various kinds of domestic
violence on women and girls in all its forms in the target areas. Wife beating can be
noticed as the highest in percentage with multiple frequencies. These kinds of violence
are common both at community and household level ranges from daily to yearly with
highest rate.
Beating
Abusing
Accessiv work
Torture
Nesseties of yourfamily
Doubt on wife
Abondant within the house
abondoning wife to meet her relatives
Stop Talking with wife
Abondant the house expenditure
All of the above

Exhibit- 1.1
Kinds of Domestic Violence

3% 8%

6%

19%

11%

11%

7%

9%

8% 8%

10%

58%
respondents are of the view that violence primarily happened within household and among relatives
particularly to women and girls aged between 18 to 35 years. The violence is frequent to married
Exhibit 1.2

3
9
19
52

17

[66%] and divorced women
[17%] with a frequency of
occurrence
from
daily,
weekly, monthly, yearly and
on need based. [See exhibit
1.2 & 1.3].

Exhibit 1.3

Daily
Weekly
Monthly
Yearly
Other

In homes
Relatives
Street
Village
UC
District

0
3

16
0

42

21
18

Exhibit 1.4
FAMILY STRUCTURE

Joint Famiily
System
37%

Own Single House
63%

One of the causes behind
frequent incidents of violence
within household and among relatives is that 63% families preferred living in joint family system. It
could assume that male dominance increases in joint family system as oppose to single family
system.
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Father, elder brother and other male members of the family are playing key role within the families.
More than 74% decisions related to women and girl’s attitudes, behaviors, daily chores, education,
mobility, jobs and consent at time of marriage are influenced by male. [Exhibit 1.5]

Elder Brother
9%

Exhibit 1.5

Other
15%

DECISION MAKING WITHIN HOUSEHOLD

Grand father
0%

Father
65%

Mother
11%

7.2.

FORCE MARRIAGES: The survey identified the practices of Early, Forced and Child
marriage as second highest issue prevails in the target areas. The findings shows 43%
responses affirmative related to the existence of Forced/Child marriages. Instead of the
fact that Swara, Early Marriage, Wata Satta [Exchange Marriages], Bride Price and
marriage without consent are prohibited by laws; however the above are the
fundamental variety that exist and are practiced in the target areas.
6%

5%

Without openion
Early/Child marriage

Exhibit 1.6

27%

FORCE MARRIAGE

Swara

17%

Watta satta/Excange Marraiges
Bride price

12%
7%

Family issues

19%

Social issues

7%

Others

In addition to the above an increase number of boys [63%] and girls [55%] get marry in a very young
age [before 18 years of age] or at times, when they become adult, can earn or carry out daily chores
for their families. [Exhibit 1.7 & 1.8]
Exhibit 1.7
GIRL Age at T
ime of Marriage

Able to carry
Other out daily
6% house work
8%

Become 18
years
39%

Become an
adult
47%

Exibit 1.8
Boys Age at Time of Marriage
Other
Able to 4%
handle his
wife
Able to work
15%
and earn
39%
18 years
17%
Become an
adult
25%

Male dominant attitudes, its development and
acceptance among boys and girls related to matrimonial issues prevailed within the community. 85%
decisions related to matrimonial are influenced and are taken by parents and elder male members of
the family without any consultation with the bride are bride groom. Parents and male family elders
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are the sole owner of decision making for fixing marriages both for boys and girls. Early, Force and
Child marriages are common in the areas 18% marriages are reported below 15 years with a
frequency of 1 to 5 in a month. [See Exhibit 2.5 & 2.7].

7.3.

CAUSES: The study identifies ignorance, inadequate participation of women in politics,
social practices, marry with own consent, insecurity, poverty and limited access to
services with scant implementation of law as major causes that inflict violence on
women. In addition the fundamental sources behind violence are women/girls demanding
their share in the inherited property, getting higher education, employment, to get and
wear fashionable clothes and to spent life according to their own will.
1

Right to inherit the property

12

Demand Education
Wanted to work/Job

18

12

Clothes according to Fashion

17

25
Exhibit 1.9

Marriage with her own consent
To spend Life with her own will
Preparation for her Dowery

17

7

Praperation of Bari
Others

Instead of the fact that 72% respondents replied negative in terms of available facilities for GBV/
VAW survivors at the community level. GBV/VAW issues and problems arise at household or within
families are mainly preferred to resolve at the same levels.
7

Exhibit 2.0
Available Services

3 3 3
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Change in Attitudes
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Advocacy
Delivery of Services
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Established Networks
Information Desimnation

The findings shows that 86% families are primarily resolved their emerging issues by involving their
male family elders at the family level; while 4 % each contact the local community elders and courts
in case of failure at the household/ family level. In addition 7% problems are report to police for
initiatives.
4

4

0

Solved within house

7

Solved within family

46
40
Exhibit 2.1

Communioty Elders/Counselors
Report in police
Approach to courts
Media

The
available services at community level for resolution of disputes are broadly includes awareness
raising, reconciliation and male and female community groups. In addition the community suggests
the awareness raising facilities specifically related to women rights and legal issues, legal counseling
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with free legal aid to peruse their cases in the courts, education, maternal health and capacity
building services needed at the district and community level.

Awarenes on women rights

Exhibit 2.2

Services Needed
8
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8
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Justice and Free legal aid
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Trainings
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24

Other Services
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7.4.

RESULTS FROM FGDs

As discussed to get quality results apart from collection of individual data a total of 32 separate
focus group discussions 08 each with Men, Women, Boys and Girls were conducted at various
locations in the target areas. The first four questions were aimed to find the everyday practices
of Men, Women, Boys and Girls for spending their time, daily chores, nature and existence of
social activities, means of getting information about happenings within community.
The forum collectively agreed and was of the opinion that all types of the violence discussed
above are prevailing in the localities. The broader reasons, inflicting violence on women are
poverty, lack of education among the women, lack of social awareness and women rights
awareness among the women and men about the women rights.
Community generally terms violence immoral and also do resist violence, but failed in case the
opposite party is influential/strong. Groups suggested that primarily men and women, Ullema,
youth, teachers, local influentials, lawyers and members from local government should be
included in project implementation phases.
The groups have identified and confirmed the issues of Swara, child marriages, Domestic
violence, economical violence, Physical, psychological, and women trafficking.
The participants responded that no specific department is available on the UC level for the
provision of services to the women survivors of GBV/VAW. Only the traditional Jirga system is
intact and is available to mediate problems at community level. Women are traditionally
abandoned from participation in Jirgas. Poverty, lack of awareness, cultural taboos and Jirgas
are the major reasons of violence against women.

7.4.1.

Results from Stakeholders, Community Men, Women and Youth
FGDs.

7.4.1.1.

16

MEN AND WOMEN FGDs: As discussed above for quality results apart
from collection of individual data separate FGDs with Men, Women, Boys
and Girls were organized at various location in the target areas. Check
lists developed for FGDs that contains series of questions to assess the
general community setup and their dealings with GBV issues. The first
four questions were aimed to find the everyday practices of Men, Women,
Boys and Girls for spending their time, daily chores, nature and existence
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of social activities and means of getting information about happenings
within community.
The findings shows that majority of the community men spends their
time in farming in the fields, doing their jobs and sittings in the Hujra for
chit chat etc, while on the other side women apart from working in the
fields along with their men they are also believed to clean houses,
stitching, cooking, washing, baby care, in some instances bringing fuel
wood from the nearby fields and forests and are also attending and
participating in the social activities at the community level. Small
number of women and girls has the opportunity to work; those who are
allowed are mostly working as teachers in the government, semi
government and private schools. Mobile phones, Neighbors, children’s,
marriages, death and religious ceremonies are the major sources of
information related to the happenings within communities.
Questions related to decision making at home, family and community
level were collectively replied that decision are made by elders mostly by
men folk at house, family and community level. In case of problem could
not sort out at the house or family level. The community involved Jirga,
community elders and authorities at UC level for its resolutions.
The discussions held with groups in all the targeted areas have confirmed
the presence and occurrence of Domestic Violence, Force/Child marriages,
Swara, Bride price, Economic and social violence on women and girls.
The communities identified ignorance and lack of awareness on GBV
issues, poverty, considering women weak and subordinate to men and
limited opportunities for girls’ education as major causes that lead to
violence on women. Jirga and authorities at UCs level are the only
forums available for the resolutions of GBV/VAW issues at the
community level, Police and Courts are contacted in case of failure.
Community lacks basic knowledge related to GBV/VAW, human and
women rights, child rights, because of non availability of adequate
awareness raising opportunities. Instead of the fact the community do
generally recognize and are of the opinion to respect the women rights,
however in practice they are not only reluctant, but are rigid because of
the perpetual traditions and customs. The participants also confirmed
early, child and forced girl marriages within the communities. According
to the findings boys usually got married between 25-30 years as compare
to girls at an early age between 16 to 24 years. The participants primarily
identified causes/reasons for Force/Child marriages are poverty and
ignorance to basic health and legal issues related women and girl rights.

7.4.1.2.
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BOYS AND GIRLS FGDs: Like women and men separate focus group
discussions were conducted with boys and girls. The discussions
established the findings that parents preferred boys to go to school, hence
boys spare most of their time for studies. Both boys and girls complaint
about the absence of any healthy entertainment facilities/opportunities,
boys usually interested and are spending time by playing out door games,
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mostly cricket, football and volley ball etc. No proper play grounds are
available except in few high and higher secondary schools. Boys in the
evening spent their leisure time in chit chat with friends, watching
movies with friends, neighbors at street level. Majority of boys admire
Bankers, Engineers, Sportsmen, Teacher, Professor and Army for their
future plans.
Girls apart from their studies are performing and are continue with their
traditional roles of cleaning, cooking, stitching, meeting with friends in
their neighbors for chitchat and playing indoor games. Girl’s future plans
are to get higher education, become a teacher, doctor and to join the
army. Major problem that youth foresee are unemployment, education
related problems, under age marriages and restriction on girls. Both boys
and girls identify out of school boys with majority of girls in all areas,
broad reasons are poverty, non-availability of adequate transport,
educational facilities, early marriages of girls with rigid attitude
prevailed in communities.
The poverty, lack of education and awareness raising opportunities are
identified as prime causes that promote violence and gender gaps in the
target societies. No adequate community centers, forums and youth
groups are exists. Youth share problems with their parents, brother,
sisters, friends and teacher.
Replying to question boys preferred to marry at age between 25-30 years
with girl’s age between 18-22 years. In addition girls preferred to marry
at an age between18-25 and preferred to have husband with an age 2035. Complete ignorance is found among youth related to the GBV/VAW
issues. Knowledge about woman rights, human rights and child rights,
together with general processes related to legal issues are completely
missed.

8.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The overall recommendations set to minimize and to ultimately eradicate GBV/VAW are
recommended as follow;
a. Aggressive awareness raising campaign through public service messages, involving media
both print and electronic, civil society networks, religious scholars and academia at UC,
district and provincial level be undertaken.
b. Extensive coordination mechanism at provincial and specifically at the UC and district level
should be enhanced among the district actors, CSO’s and particularly NET partners be
increased to affectively respond, prevent and advocate GBV/VAW issues at district and
provincial level.
c.

Rigorous capacity building initiative should be designed and implement with POs, Men,
Women and Youth community groups and leaders followed by an extensive action plan,
developed both for partners and community groups is needed.
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d. Advocacy campaigns should be designed for affective policy change at multiple level related
health, inclusion of GBV/VAW related information in the educational curriculum, propose
amendments in the existing laws as well as to proposed new bills both at the provincial and
federal legislative assemblies.
e.

Consolidated efforts should be undertaken for, vocational training, skill enhancement and
economic growth of women and girls for better gender equality and economic growth in the
region.

f.

Immediate Support and relief structures should encouraged, sustainable mechanisms,
together with free legal and psychological support for GBV/VAW survivors at the UC and
district level.
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